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A biography of Tesla was published in 1944. It can prc-jv.vi.v . r* r;r . 

from your local library or bookstore. It is entitled Prod:].. 

* John J. O'Neill, then science editor of the New York Herald 1' \‘. "i,e • 

Mr. O'Neill has since died. This book gives no Information -at- 
Tesla'8 connection with the Space People, a fact which was not revealed 
until 1950. The book also gives many wrong Impressions of Tesla, 
because Mr. O'Neill's occult knowledge was limited. However, it is well 
worth reading because it' gives much technical information about 
electrical engineering which Mrs. Storm will be obliged to omit in 
her book because she has such, an abundance of material to present. 

It had not been intended to mention Mrs. Storm's work at this time, but 
the public will be offered a "sneak preview" in a small mimeographed 
resume of the book, according to publication arrangements now being 
made. This development came about* unexpectedly because of the ex¬ 
tremely critical condition of world affairs, engendered by the con¬ 
tinuance of nuclear tests, and the fact that Mrs. Storm could not 
possibly have the finished book ready for the publishers before July 
30, even with the aid of a small miracle. This material is now being 
presented as a paper before certain California groups where the 
announcement of the Tesla news was received with tremendous enthusiasm. 

1 

Mrs. Storm will present the material to certain small groups in the New 
York area within the next few weeks, and probably Space Groups in other 
sections will also co-operate by offering it to their members. Our 
world situation is not hopeless by any means, although the Space People 
bluntly inform us that as a race we are too "lazy"; spiritually we must 
become more potent if we are to hold this planet together against the 
efforts of the dark forces to blow it to bits. 

So let us look for the good news. Look.for good news from England where 
the messages of George King have at last reached the scientists, the 
press, and the Queen. Look for good news from Calvin Girvin of 
California, who is one of the best space : contacts in this country. 

•’ \ F % I 

And look for more good neWSj.at*'the Van Tassel-Dan Pry lecture on June 
20. We hope to see all offyou thei\e. The ballroom seats about 1200> 
and we must put forward every. effor$*ito- get behind these speakers and 
support them. n\ • & '"■ 

Then on July 1 let us keejp'four eyes on the skies l The Space People are 
going to make every effort^) give all of us a chance to see the ships. 
However., if the military ,uSeB Jets in large numbers to chase the Space 
Ships, we may not’ see them. As citizens you can urge the government to 
be more cordial to our visitors. 

Now for some unpleasant news. This’..has been transmitted from Mars 
Sector 8, through George King in Loridon. We have to begin paying off 
our karmic debts in the. form of disease, which cannot be abated unless 
we discontinue the nuclear experiments. However, to help all of us 
through the coming period of epidemics the Space People have placed 
four space stations in orbit around the earth. They will start magne¬ 
tizing the earth at midnight on July 21. Through meditation we can 
absorb these healing rays. The Martians have clearly indicated that 
they are just about 'fed up with our depravity on this planet; 
apparently even Space People can become impatient] 

51 West 81 Street Sincerely, 

New Yofk 24, N.Y. 

TRafalgey 7-2000 Margaret and John Storm 

Ct l ON/ft l H & Tily 
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January 9, 19h3 *— Mr - T - x ' ynch 

/ |_..Mr. I'aUey 


& A re: Unknown Subjects, / ......Mr. v^n 

SM^tL^easea . ESE 

Espi&ge-a. ZST'** 

7/^s**' i/T Hr/A. N. SPANEL, 1136 Fifth Avenue, New York City, in’a" 

,/^telephone conversation with the writer during the late evening of J anuary;. 

^ 8, 19lj3, stated that NIKOIA TESIA, who was one of the World's outstanding 
scientists particularly in the electrical field, and who had passed away 
on January 7th, 19l»3, at the Hotel New Yorker where he maintained his 
residence, during his lifetime had conducted many experiments in connection 
with the wireless transmission of electrical power and what is commonly 
% called the "death ray". Nr. SPANEL further stated that the notes and 
‘ records of TESIA's experiments and formulae, together..with designs of the. 
machinery necessary to vitalize them, are among TESLA's personal effects 
and that no steps have been taken to preserve them or to keep than from 
falling into the hands of people unfriendly to the war effort of the Allied 
Nations. SPANEL continued by saying that a distant relative of TELSA, a 
person who was intensely disliked by Teisa and who came to the United States 
from Czechoslovakia within the past year, by the name of SAVA KOSANOVICH 
is .taking steps to get possession, of these important documents and plans.’ 

Hr. SPANEL believes that there .is a strong likelihood of KOSANOVICH m%king 
this material available to the enemy in the event he is sucdessfUl. 

SPINEL advised that he is engaged in some kind of governmental 
work connected with the war effort whicfr causes him to spend about five 
days of each week in the Nation's capitolj and because of the connections 
he has made in this capacity he has seen fit to telephonically notify 
G-2 headquarters in Washington, D. C», as well as Hr. BORKIN of the Department 
of Justice in Washington. SPANEL stated that Hr. BORKIN advised him that 
he, BORKIN, would immediately make the information available to the Director 
of the FBI and advised SPANEL to lose no time in taking steps to see to it 
that TEISA*s personal possessions were not disturbed. 

A few minutes after this conversation Hr. SPANEL again tele¬ 
phonically contacted the writer and advised that he had been in telephone 
communication with Dr. D. LOZADO, one of the advisers to Vice Presiden t ' ■ 

WALLACE. After talking’with LOZADO he, LOZADO, called back tfr^PANEL-anri — 
told him that the government was vitally interested in the effects of plijSfU, [. 
particularly those dealing with the wireless transmission of electrical 
energy and the "death ray" and for SPANEL to lose no time in doing all .he. __ «q*q 
could to preserve them. j ^ £7° 

In the last conversation with the writer SPANEL ~ 
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a young man by the name of BLOYCE FITZGEARLD, an electrical engineer, had 
been quite close to TELSA during his lifetime and in fact was the protegy 
of TELSA. SPANEL said that FITZGEARLD was in New York City and would be 
in contact with him shortly, at which time he would have FITZGEARLD call the 
writer. 


At 10;30 p. m., l/8/lj3 Mr. FITZGEARLD telephoned the writer 
and stated that he had a great deal of information about TEISA and his 
personal effects and would like to call at the office and give the writer 
the benefit of his knowledge. 

At midnight, 1/8/U3 FITZGEARLD came to the office and in a. 
personal interview with the writer gave the following information: 

Nikola Tesla, a native of Serbia, came to the United States late in the 
nineteenth century. While here he became famous for his electrical 
innovations, inventions and advanced ideas in the engineering field. Tesla 
was the designer of the generators in the Niagra Falls pmev plant, and 
in fact has his name inscribed on the generators in recognition of the 
fact. To substantuate this FITZGEARLD displayed a great number of old 
newspaper clippings and an album of letters written congratulating Telsa 
on his 75th anniversary; the letters were from world renowned people, 
principally those in the scientific field. Telsa, by reason of his 
wizardy became a consultant to Marconi, Charles Edison, and many others. 
Telsa* s induction electrical motor was sold by him to TIestinghouse for 
$ 2 ,*> 00 , 000 , 


FITZGEARLD stated that of late years he had become a confident 
of TELSA and knew that TEISA had and was carrying on extensive experiments 
for transmitting electrical power by wireless and with propelling eleethical 
rays possessing sufficient power to destroy implements of warfare, such as 
airplanes and submarines. Within the past month TELSA told FITZGEARLD 
that his experiments in this connection had been completed and perfected. 
FITZGEARLD also knows that TELSA has conceived and designed a revolutionary 
type of torpedo which is not presently in use by any of the nations; it is 
FITZGEARLD’s belief that this design has not been made available to any 
nation up to the present time. From statements made to FITZGEARLD by 
• TELSA he knows that the complete plans, specifications and explanation of 
the basic theories of these things are some place in the personal effects 
of TEISA. FITZGEARLD stated that he knows that there is a working model 
of TELSA* s which cost more than $19,000 to build in a safety deposit box 
of TEISA! s at the Governor Clinton Hotel; and from statements made by TELSA 
FITZGEARLD believes it has to do with the so called ’’death ray” or the 
wireless transmission of electrical current. 

In past conversations TELSA has told FITZGEARLD that he has 
some 80 trunks in different places containing manuscripts and plans having 
to do with experiments conducted by him, FITZGEARLD knows that TELSA 
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has for several' years stored some of his possessions in a warehouse some 
place in New York City. 

Of recent years TELSA became more or less destitute, and for 
the past three or four years the government of Czechoslovakia has been 
paying .him a subsistence of $£00 per month, a part of which was used to 
pay the rental for the warehouse accomodations. 


TEISA residences in New York have been the Pennsylvannia Hotel, 
Governor Clinton Hotel, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel and the New Yorker where he 
led a secluded existence. So far as FITZGEARLD knows TEISA had noneal^ 
intimates, nor does he know of any/attorney in whom he^confided./ / 

On January 7, W/SAVA KOSANOVICh/gEORGE CLARK, who4s 
in charge of the Museum and laboratory for RCA, and KENNETH SYfEZEY/of 
163 Milton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y, went to TEISA* s rooms in the New Yorker 
and with the assistance of a lock smith broke into a safe which TEISA had 
in his rooms and in which he kept some of his valuable papers, including 
important electrical formulae, designs, etc. These papers were taken from 
the safe. 


FITZGEARLD knows of but two relatives of TELSA, both nephews. 
One is SAVA KOSANOVICH and the other is a man by the name of TRBJEVICH, who 
is presently in a hospital in Chicago, Illinois. The name of the hospital 
was unknown to FITZGEARLD. KOSANOVICH* s address is the Navarro Hotel, 

New York City. 

Y/hen asked if FITZGEARLD was primarily interested in getting 
possession of TEISA* s papers, he stated that he was not; what he wanted ims 
for them to be made available to the government of the United States for 
use in the present war. Because, he stated, the so‘called Death Ray would 
be a deadly weapon in the hands of any power, and the use of the wireless 
transmission of electrical power would make possible the most efficient 
airplanes conceivable. FITZGEARLD* s concern was aroused, he stated, over 
the presence of the two nephews in whom he has no confidence as to their 
loyalty and patriotism to the Allied Nations, -and also because of the pension 
TESLA received from Czechoslovakia he feels that that government may feel that 
it is entitled to any revolutionary ideas TEISA may have had and indited on 
paper. 


FITZGEARLD stated that until three months ago he was working 
with the government in a research capacity at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and that presently he is working as a designing engineer with 
the Ordinance Department of the U. S. Anny, both in Washington, D. C. and 
New York City. FITZGEARLD promised to relay to this office any further 
information he is able to obtain; but insisted that something must be done 
immediately, because he feels that it may mean a great deal in the war 
effort of the United States. 
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FITZGEARLD indicated that it was his intention to contact 
KGSANOVICH on January 9th, 192*2, and suggest to him that he make 
available to representatives of the U. S. Government for inspection all 
of the personal and private papers and apparatus of TELSA. 

FITZGEARLD expressed particular concern oyer the model now- 
in the safety deposit box at the Governor Cleveland Hotel, and insisted 
that steps be taken by the Government that not- only it, but the other 
technical papers and designs of TESLA, be safeguarded so that, they cannot 
be removed from the country or made available, to the use of other nations. 

FlTZGEARLD-was advised that this matter would receive the 
appropriate attention of the Hew York Field Division. 


Respectfully submitted 


Fred B. Cornels. 
Special Agent. 
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>4 ' files - New York Office 

FEDERAL HJE5AU ^INVESTIGATION' 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIO© Record . __ 

Refcre-o^,. _ 

*/ —.—- Open Case 

7 JWMLM w r zr: ra^m? 

Nichola Tesla W, Detective Hickey - HYPD 

Subject 1 /Name and Aliases / • Name of Complainant 

V<W*>$Y 14th Squad - West 30 St. NIC 

// -—:---r ■ 

Room 3327, * L , I JkfJ A<idr0&C of Complaint 

Hotel New Yorker, Nyc Pennsylvania 6-2888 

Address of Subject \ \ Telephone Number of Complainan 

Miscellaneous *( V /(I 1 1 12:20 a.m. 1/8/43 (Phone) 

Character of Case Cato and Time Complaint Received 

A 0.0.A. (Death un Arrival) call at Room 3327, Hotel 
« ter furnea out to be Nichola Tesla, noted scientist. It was revealed 
NYFD detectives are going through books and writings in the room, and FBI 
" was 1 invited to seha agents over "l o '~ jo in the search if such action was desired. 
It seems Dr. Tesla, was a Czecho Slovakian. ,Nothing, it was stated, has been 
: round ' Td ' ihdicate th e dr. was engsgoa in Espionage or other subversive 

activity. __ y 

A check of indicies revealed no case file on subject. 
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ifebentf Sureau nf Inueatitjatlmt 

United §iates department nf ZktBtic? 
New York - New York 


January 8, I 9 IJ. 5 . 


MEMORANDUM FOR FILE 


RE:* NIKOLA TESLA 


j-Mr. aJejssgaa 

-Mr. Draytsz) 

,~f—Mr.,T htaetca 
j —-Mr. Andarsca 
—-Mr. Cicrters 

.-Mr. CWpniajj 

-Mr. Bmrtcb 

-Mr. I^ ns 

......M,-. Kirkland 


fromW 

This afternoon Mr. 0*e0NN0R-, of the NEW YORK TIMES*. m a ” d 
called to invite my attention to the death notice of NIKOLA-TESLAy* 
celebrated inventor, which appeared in the Nev; York Times of-e'i^h'er*- 
this morning or last night. This article gives in detail cQyiSfi 0 ** c,er ^ 
which TESLA was working on at the time of his death. ! ‘"'" ri - C3 

Mr. ~6&k>nnor stated that TESLA has a nephew, whoZlfl ZIl':.'"'"** 
his heir, who is alleged to be friendly to the Axis Powers; 


It was Mr.-G^Oennor’s opinion that if such papers exist 
they ought, from the standpoint of national safety, be impounded by 
the United States Government to prevent their being used by others. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC& eference£ ? --— 

....Cpen Case 








. Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU .»a_ 

etA 


SUBJECTS,* EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH ( 


DECEASED? ESPIONAGE - II. NIKOLA TESLA, ONE OF THE WORLD'S OUTSTANDING 
SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN FORTY- 
THREE AT THE HOTEL NEW YORKER, NE¥/ YORK CITY. DURING HIS LIFETIME, HE CON- 
) MANY EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OF 


\prti 


Y wo 
WOi'J 

tsii-a 

<p O M 
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C3 


r) 


DO 


ELECTRICAL POSER AND WHAT IS COMMONLY CALLED THE "DEATH RAY". ACCORDING 


1 / 


TO, INFORMATION FURNISHED BY Ai N. SPANEL, ONE ONE THREE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, 

NEW YORK CITY, THE NOTES AMD RECORDS OF TESLA'S EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE 
TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF MACHINERY NECESSARY TO VITALIZE THEM ARE AMONG 
TESLA'S PERSONAL EFFECTS, AND' NO STEPS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP 
THE}! FROM FALLING INTO HANDS OF PEOPLE UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR EFFORT OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS. ACCORDING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE OF TESLA, NAMED 
SAVA KOSANOVICH, WHO WAS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS TO 
GET POSSESSION OF THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS AND PLANS. SPANEL BELIEVES 
THAT THERE IS A STRONG LIKELIHOOD THAT KOSANOVICH WILL MAKE THIS MATERIAL 
AVAILABLE TO THE ENEMY. SPANEL ADVISED G TWO HEADQUARTERS. IN WASHINGTON, 

AS WELL AS MR. BORKHi OF THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IN WASHINGTON, CONCERNING 
THE ABOVE. SPANEL WAS ALSO IN TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION WITH DOCTOR D. LOZADO, 

ONE OF THE ADVISORS TO VICE' PRESIDENT WALLACE CONCERNING THIS MATTER, AND 
LOZADO TOLD SPANEL THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY INTERESTED IN THE EFFECTS 
OF TESLA AND REQUESTED SPANEL TO LOSE NO TIME IN DOING ALL HE COULD TO 
PRESERVE THEM. BLOYCE FITZGEARLD, AH ELECTRICAL ENGINEER WHO HAD BEEN 
QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING HIS LIFETIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE THAT 


Approved 


Special Agent 


1 FORTY-THREE, SAVA KOSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, '"N Sc //p' 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

P.2 


JANUARY 9, 19h3 


Transmit the following Teletype message, to: BUREAU 


TO IS IN CHARGE OF THE MUSEUM AND LABORATORY FOR RCA, AND KENNETH SWEZEY 
ONE SIX THREE MILTON STREET, BROOKLYN, NET YORK, WENT TO TESLA’S ROOMS 
IN THE NEW YORKER, AND WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF A LOCKSMITH' BROKE INTO A 
SAFE WHICH TESLA HAD IN HIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME OF HIS VALUABLE 
PAPERS, INCLUDING IMPORTANT ELECTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGNS, ET CETERA. WITHIN 
THE PAST MONTH, TESLA TOLD FITZGEARLD THAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE WIRELESS TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICAL POWER HAD BEEN COMPLETED AND 


PERFECTED/ FITZGEARLD ALSO KNOWS THAT TESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND DESIGNED A 
REVOLUTIONARY TYPE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE BY ANY OF THE 
■NATIONS. IT IS FITZGEARLD’S BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS HOT BEEN MADE 
AVAILABLE TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEMENTS MADE TO 
FITZGEARLD BY’TESLA, HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS,- SPECIFICATIONS AND 
EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THINGS ARE SOME PLACE IN THE 
PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. HE ALSO KNOTS THAT THERE IS A WORKING MODEL 
OF TESLA’S WHICH COST MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS TO BUILD IN A SAFETY 
DEPOSIT BOX BELONGING TO TESLA AT THE GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL, AND FITZGEARLD 
BELIEVES THIS MODEL HAS TO DO WITH THE SO-CALLED "DEATH RAY'-' OR THE WIRELESS 
TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLD IN PAST 
CONVERSATIONS THAT. HE HAS SOME EIGHTY TRUNKS IN DIFFERENT PLACES CONTAINING 
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS CONDUCTED BY HIM. BUREAU 


IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF ANY, ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN 


CONCERNING THIS MATTER 


THE NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION. 


' (Dictated 2:15 p.m.j Completed 2:U5 p.m.) 

Approved:_ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILS : 

RE: 




New York, New York 
2J January 11, I 9 I 4.3 




. jffflSANOVICH 


^oifi/^oVjcH 


......Mr. Dorsecaa 

..... Mr. Drayton 

.......Mr. T!mt#tin 

....Mr. Andori-on 

.... Mr. CKpraan 

......Mr. i'.-ich 

Mr. IH . '-ns 
?;r. Kirkland 
Mr. KIcmp 


.... Mr. It. Lynch 
.. ?■•'«■ T. Lynch 
... Mr. Mnlley 
.......M-. McCabe 

_Mr. IlcSwajn 

.Mr. Catholthotf 

......Mr. Ryan 

_Mr. Wiand 

.Miss Tate 

.Chief Cleric 

.... Property Clerk 
„.,..IliCS 


N 


Mr. LITTLE, - of the Bureau, called me today and" 
inquired if we had done anything as yet in connection with 
obtaining the papers and effects of NIKOLA TULSA, a recently 
deceased inventor. T£S£/). 


I advised Mr. LITTLE that we had not taken any 
action in the matter and Mr. LITTLE suggested that it might 
be well to take the matter, up with the District Attorney 
inasmuch as he felt that $iSANOVICH could be charged with 
burglary and should be- taken into custody. Mr. LITTLE 
advised that it was important that we s-ecure the material 
supposedly taken by 4&SAN0VICH because if it is as secret 
as it is reported to be,it is vital that none of it gets 
into the newspapers where the enemy will have easy access 
to it. 


In answer to his inquiry, I advised Mr. LITTLE 
it was,my opinion that the Surrogate would administer the 
estate of NIKOLA TtfgfcA.- Mr. LITTLE suggested following 
the same procedure in this matter as was taken in the 
LUDY/IG case. He also recommended that a stop be placed on 
the lock box and any other box which the decedent possessed, 
as well as on any material in his premises. 
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UNITED STATES-DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 




NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: BU j iemis I 

J I x 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; [EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLA TESLA, 


DECEASED; ESPIONAGE - M. HffllX REFERENCE IS MADE TO THE TELETYPE UNDER. 

ABOVE HEADING TO THE BUREAU FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JANUARY NINE LAST. 

INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT SHEffiS TESLA DIED JANUARY EIGHT, RATHER THAN: 

THHRSDAY, JANUARY SEVEN, AS STATED IN REFERENCE TELETYPEON THE 

NIGHT OF JANUARY EIGHT, SAVA KOSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, AND KENNETHj 

SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA'S HOTEL WITH AREPRESENTATIVE OF SHAWsWALKER <30 
►..v, J 

IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH LATER f 

;<sri REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN, 

I 

. :, NEW YORK CITY, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A WILL 

. ) 

Pgg OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH [AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE IN THE 


PRESENCE OF THREE ASSISTANT MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS 

REPRESENTATIVES OF ^YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 

| y YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE Y/AS OPENED, SWEEZEY TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 

| BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVENTY-" 
Q>/ 

F r FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY, KOSANOVICH 
TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING ENLARGED NEWSPAPER 
PICTURES. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANOVICH HIMSELF, NOTHING 
EISE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A 
NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS NOW IN POSSESSION OF KOSANOVICH. 

ON SATURDAY' AFTERNOON, JANUARY NINE, GORSUCH AND FITZGERALD OF ALEEN 
PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO HOTEL AND-SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, 
j CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWcTt^KLOADS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES, / 


Special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

.NEH-IQBK^JMJCORK JANUARY Six 12, 19U3 

Transmit the following Teletype message to: BUREAU 

AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO THE MANHATTAN - STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NEW YORK 
WHERE THEY ARE HOW LOCATED. AT THAT THE THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE 
APPROXIMATELY THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN 
THERE SINCE ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO BEEN SEALED AND 
ARE['NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA 
IS K UNITED STATES NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS 
THAT ITS JURISDICTION 6VEP. PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT FEELS THAT NO OTHER 
AGENCY WILL BE ABLE TO GET TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS.^/ AFTER . 

THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR Y/IL BE APPOINTED FOR 
THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTY INT(jf HIS-CUSTODY. TESLA ALSO HAD 
SOME .PROPERTY, ALLEGED BY INFORMANT FITZGERALD TN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING 
MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN 
NEW YORK. INQUIRY SHOWS THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN 
THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL' IS 
STILL OWED AND HOTEL APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE 
AT LEAST UNTIL DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE 
ATTEMPTS TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN PROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA, HOTEL MANAGERS 
REPORT HE WAS VERY ECBENTRIC IF NOT MENTALLY DERANGED DURING PAST TEN YEARS 
AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IS HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE DURING THAT TIME, 

ALTHO PRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A TORY BRILLIANT INVENTOR. THEREFORE, 

ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH 
IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBES HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV 
MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW QUOTE PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL 

Approved : _ Sent_M Per_ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

NEOQBK,.JiS!LYQRK JANUARY 1?,19U3 


Transmit the following Teletype message -to: 

PLANNING BOARD REPRESENTING YUGOSLAVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE.UNQUOTE. 
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPUIA R MECHANICS AND O THER PUBLICATIONS WHO IS 

DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING^BI^APiIY-OEJrESLA-ANDJIHEREFOREJTOl^p_LIF$ J!^_ 

OBTAIN C ONTROL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED BY RCA AND 
WOULD ALSO PROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLA'S EFFECTS IN ORDER TO USE THEM 
IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE WORKING ON 
EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS DESIRED THAT BUREAU 
ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER IN THIS PROPERTY FOR 
PURPOSES OF TAKING-CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT, IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE 
NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECHNICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT 
REASON COUID NOT BE REVIEWED EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE -OFFICE OF 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT MIGHT BE' INTERESTED. 








I advised Mr. LITTLE that this office had sent 
out a teletype to* the Bureau in this case on January’ 13 , 
in which the Bureau advised that this office was con¬ 
templating no further action. 

_ 6 /2- <i- ?c> 

T. J. DONEGAL--- 



Special *3 


■ Mr. KIMBALL 
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Several Surrau of Jnuestfgatlmt 
•Hniiefc §tatca department nf Justice 
EJasljmgton, 33. <&. 

January 21, 1943 



.yJsfiu-Cubo 

*. McSwaSn 

SAC, Kerr York Re; ' . ' 

--JJIKOIA ^F/SLA—(fe^c^ased)} 

Dear Sir* ffW' ESPIONAGE (M) I 3.S. t£ 

_..Chief Clerk 

Reference is made to a teletype dated January 9, 1943, fr£m..the^ rt y CUrk | 
New York Field Office and to a phone conversation between Mr. J. B. Litas' 
of the Bureau and Assistant Special Agent in Charge Donegan on January-li',-— 

1943. ✓ ' -.. 


Re: / UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; SAVA KOSANOVICJj; ^^oir j 

A EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH C.. " r '~ T ”’^ ' 

MW' ESPIONAGE (M) 


1 

} 

t 


„ . • •?- 

It was pointed out to'Mr. Donegan that Sava Kosanovich, George 
Clark and Kenneth Swezey may have committed a burglary violation by entering 
Tesla's rooms after his death and particularly by using a locksmith to get 
into a safe containing some of Tesla's valuable papers. Mr. Donegan was 
advised this matter should be discreetly discussed-with{the State's Attorney, 

New York City, with a view to locating Kosanovich and apprehending him on a 
burglary charge, in order to ascertain the nature of the material taken from 
the safe of Nikola Tesla. It was also suggested that the New York Office 
contact the Surrogate Court,, in order that Tesla's effects, as well as the 
contents of his safety deposit boxes, might not be entered without the presence 
of an Agent, in order that the secrecy of any plans or items essential to 
the conduct of the war or national security might.be preserved. It was stated 
that Kosanovich might possibly make certain material available to the enemy. 

A review of the Bureau files reveals considerable information concern¬ 
ing Nikola Tesla and his inventions and it should be noted t hat one Nicola 
Tesla, who might have been identical with Nikola Tesla, made a speech at the 
Grange Hall, Springfield, Massachusetts, on .Juno 4, 1922, under the auspices 
of the Friends of Soviet Russia. 


It further appears that Sava Kosanovich may be identical -with an 
individual of the same name, who is a member of the Yugoslavian Government 
in exile. An examination of the files reveals that one Sava Kosanovich, 
described as the Minister of Supply, arrived with other Yugoslavian Government 
officials at Norfolk,. Virginia, on September-4, 1941, on the SS City of 
Exeter, a British ship, from Cape Town en route to the United Kingdom via 
Washington and Canada. 


In another instance the name of Sava N. Kosanj 
..stationery of the Central and Eastern European Planning , 


COfJTAXliED 
f ^CLASSIFIED 
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SAC, New York - 2 - 

Greece, Poland, Yugoslavia). On this letterhead Kosanovich is described as 
Chairman of the Board and Minister of State for Yugoslavia. It is stated 
that this Board is.interested in “planning fo? postwar Europe”. 

In still another file it is disclosed that Sava Kosanovich, a 
Serbian, was a member of one of the Yugoslavian minority parties and when an 
emergency government to overthrow an alliance with the Axis was formed, 
h 9 was included as an official. He is alleged to be a Communist and is said 
to receive $1,250 a month salary from the exiled Yugoslavian Clwernment. He 
and other exiled government officials are stated to use these large salaries 
to finance every Serbian paper in the United States except "Srbobran 11 published 
at Pittsburgh, 

No record of Kenneth Swezey could be located in the Bureau files 
from the information available. 

The foregoing information is being furnished for possible future 
reference in connection with this case and it is desired that the Bureau be 
kept promptly.and currently informed of all developments in this case. 

Very truly yours. 
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■ ’ ; oippf Hrat 
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b\ Vl^e v VoHd-fa^o^^inyento^;^^?,i 
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~r( bed ^by 1 avmaiih; w.Shettcalled^a 

. - J The'hotel-management; started i 

avsearchjfbf .Mends;or; relatives; 
It; Was' 'believed-; a- nephew,ds ?;Hv-1 
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.ftbouts;are notiknownFo;:;^.^; 
'-:Nikola.Tesla »was.born',in ; . Smll- 


- . -NlK 0 ia.iesi 3 ; was.ua;u.jii-oi—,, 

- Jan,i Yugoslavia;; lmJuly^lSoQi.'tHls 

-' father,' a: Greek Orthodox ;Church 

- minister, 'ran a noted writer, ora- 
^tojr'llhgulstrandrmathematlclan- 

Htk .mother,, Georgina ;Mandlc.\v|a; 

‘ •'aif toventfflr7^;r^r> 'Ilf 
-^'TSlavstudledV'at^'Gra&t.'Poiy^ 

- technlc-Instltute-ahd'tlie'iUnlver-, 
;sclty;of>Prague;'.aftM;; preparatory 

- :work? akthe^RealschulesjofeUka. 

• f'andtCarlstad^rHeVcame^fthe 

K' -tJnIted"Stafes l -'In;>1894,*f{andrfbe- 
?- ■ came *a naturalized; citizens- 
f* -'in>1886'jh'e»deslgnedi"the^'arcf 
?•--* -:'lishtlhg-systemrt:;Two;yea^later. 
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designed-aiplaritfor, thettransmls- 
* alon-of-alternating* current.-isThe 

‘ fdSowlh'glyeVrJheipresentedtplans 

)= Iforlelectrlcal'lcohyerslomand.'jdlsr.i 
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;up'toil909:hl6/dlsc6yeflesfandto-. 
■ventlo’hs. Included; such; fields-and 
appilahcesVasWwIreless^communl- 
catlon, .electrical {oscillation?* radl-s 

- ent pbwer/andiradloactiyejiriatter. 

■ Communications - : arid.; wireless 

power>transmission-occupied most 
of--'hls«researchfla{terhihat,VHe 
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, ^physician."- °“ B Ca,lea 3 
. «The hotel management started 
a search for friends or relatives. 

believed a nephew is llv- . 
2S» the c I fc y but his where- ’ 
- abouts are not known. 

Nikola Tesla was born In Smll- 
i a ?tl Yu s°slavla. in July, 1859. His 
father, a Greek Orthodox Church i 
minister, was a noted writer, ora- ! 
*?£• “nsutet and mathematician, r 
af lnvenSn GC0r8lna MandIc ’ f as ; 

i Came Here In 1894. 1 

Tesla studied at Gratz Po&- 
tochnlc Institute and the Univer¬ 
sity of Prague after preparatory 

’“‘"-.United: states In 1894,’.and -be- i 
Ca ^° i a <*& at £ ralIzcd citizen. ; I 

i 1 ®' dc ®|? ncd the arc- f 
lighting system. .Two years later I 
^c'nvcnted the Tesla motor and 
d ,^ g ued a. plan for the transmis¬ 
sion of alternating current. . The 
?2i. i ln ? /ear he presented plans 
i°. r . clectrlca 1 conversion and dls- f 
trlbutlon by oscillatory discharges, f 
' His hlgn frequency studies and 
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. "is nign frequency studies and 
' t development of the .transforming 
; coll bearing his name occurred T 
i from 1890 to 1891. Prom then P 
•> up to 1900 hls_dlscoverles arid in¬ 
ventions Included such fields and 
appliances as wireless communi¬ 
cation, electrical oscillation, radi¬ 
ant power and radioactive matter. 

Communications and wireless 
power transmission occupied most 
Of his research after that. He ' 
worked at the laboratories of 
Thomas Edison at Orange, NT. J„ p—« 
specializing in motor design 
Fed Crumbs to Pigeons. - 
v , During, recent years Mr. Tesla' 

-,*/ 2f d * b ®en> seen./butf seldom, recog- 
. . .. nized on.the steps of-St:. Patrick's 
‘ * ?fttjicdral,jn fr ent of thos'Publlc 

<• ' G& aa&ssaaat 

* »' w ^ fc :' w t g . a , “earis;whereby 1 

; impenetrable 5"waU'Vof%:force^ 

eouid be/-recctcd aboutva-nation’s 
k« d »rfv W r?im would. render helpi 
military attack. He dls-' 

I closed existence of the plan in 
1934, and said he intended ' to 
to W 0 Ge neva Con-' 
afterward 36 seldom referred to it 

i. 936 - when he was 80, he * 

*£ ld b is -original plan to live to 
be 135 had been' changed with 
tbe repeal of prohibition, and he 
wmild live to be 150 Instead. 
siavoY^z-decorated by the Yugo- 
Cz ? ch governments. He 
wept when'he met King Peter, of 
Yugoslavia here last July. 
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f. (^4 could have becomejhe rich? 
Wtaan to.llie-'iwr^tt. , jM.j W fthcd. 
fdr,&efr/He ja^Tif caV hjrnani 
ftarlanV a^giir^cfe n1lstha:gen . tusi 
HjTdiaiSffiafir.ifini^®^: to 
se w mankind.”, ‘„ f .*' »,; ..>•* 

paid to Nikola Tesla p'on>" i i 
ike field of .radio and the'modern 
electrical',' transmission a systems, 
who;dlect4ThursdayV , at387.v t .;:-. j 
■ Written ~by i Ld'uls’iAdamlc, .-the 
author; jltiwas ,fea3i by^Mayor Xa- 
Guardla' yesterday idver.'.WNYC' In 
a Half-hour,'program^dedlcaiedito 
. the' iriern6ry;Ol;the'jsclentlstij,.’ \ * 

' \Th&Maybr\statedt; ..Wrr—^ —• 
tJ!Tuneral*5erriccsravlU'he"heI(l 
forHimTuesday.afterrioyrC’tetipTl 
^UVcome/frbin(aU)'walfS;’of ;llfc. f~, 
B at he Is n ot dead. .The heal Tesla 
livHTIirtls'achle'vem'ews^ji^m 
Inlejraldpart of our-idiily^Hvej!£^ 
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-'.'Jre'.ihe units of .germ-plasm,.. , 

. this required;expansion.-of-the con-' 
trol mechanism be supplied,through 
Increase :'iriv number* :.bt'{ genes s or 
perhaps,by : syillyioJJ} the .existing 
genes? 7 ” PrdbahlyfbotlFprbcessea. 
are • operative,' according to Dr; Mc- 
Ciuhg. ", 

.' Genes, are'knbwntoyaffect.inot 
only. a. single.characler;,but also the 
wbols. organism,- and they may pro-' 


>r 'producing. ,rays ?and:.other! 
taa 1 ' stations ot -re gy” m ires' 


manifest-—_„„___ 

[ Hit: climtnalffigr^th'e fnccesslt^!f6E %’ 
j high vacuum;, ; a second.is a ; method , 
and?; proces^foreproducIngV "very^ 
|great :eIectricaI; T ?orce!':.'the' third | 
i ls;a'lriethod''idf;ampVifyirig;?thfs 
force,•,'.and' : ‘the^fdurth'/is;.;a4,new, 
methodAfor;,produclng 1 'Va,trcmeh-| 
dous'Teicclricair repelling, force/? 

--„-,-, —. 1 Thisrwould;' 7 be"tHe'* pf6je'ct'orV''br;| 

duce'effects ,at. different, stages .’In I gun,, of Hhe;*ystem. ' The. yollage 
embigohic development.'; To be - sue-1 for prdpclllhg .the 6eam td its dlljec-! 

—-t-i. ■ tlvel, according-? to? the: 7 vlnveT*n«^ 

witlcattalfi! a: potential 'of?50,00< 
■volts'" .'"V" " " " X , , 

‘•With, .thisf, enormous.-voUage;«*;he' 
said,’ microscopic etect'ricai partt- 
,cles : o.fjmaUec-wiH;ba,catapultedioii 
th'eirmlssion.of: defensive., destmc-' 
tlohi ;He;h'a's>becn?.yvorklngj on; this , 

invention,- he,added, formany-years 


;* | cesjijll.'.any.' body changes .brought 
| jabouflby gene changes muxt.be.har-, 
j e imonIilus:wltfi, the ’existing; organ-. 
• 1 lzatf^r and the* environmental con-J 
ditidns*.: -Therefore; '.evolution' ’ 
beenjislowjprocess;.''* . , 

. JProfejsor JIcClung concluded that 
I itTwouldfrequirrmuch" more study 
t of the/interrelationships;' between 
germ?ceir*tructuro'aridibody struc¬ 
ture’and,between 'genesl'and-'the 
changes] in'development; before;^ we 
can gal-t a thorough understanding 
ofaU'the’underlying'principles; ins. 
vblvlng,the functioning of,the.germ 
plasm within theibody, of an*animal 
or piant'ahd^aiso; ah'uriderstandlng 

I of]*the\way;; ia'-whlehy this*:’germ; 
plasm,has evolyed.'froin'simple, bo? 
gtoningj.']"? / 'v; 

Nlkola'.'Teila.von’idof'-the -truly 
great, inventors .who, celebrated this 
elghty-fourth*.blrthdayxonVJuIy-10,' 
tells;. the/wrIter'»that» ! he};Stand3 
1 ready/' to'/divulge? to ffthe -United 
.iStates;Gbvemhieht-the secret of his 
; n ?| ! ‘'teIeforce, , .’‘:w|th.vwhIch;-.he.;saId > -. 
airplane'.moforswduld.be'meltedrat 
a distance’bf? 250'miles, ’sothatian I 
invisible-Chlnese./Vall’/offDefense 1 
would, be;bulltaround..the/coim try. 
against any attempted attack; byan 
enemy, ;airJforce,;',nbTmatter.:how ; 
large.-. ‘L'jt'4 *?V; -T /?*,:; 
/Thfsit;te!eforce 1 !t;he>aid,*.Is;based. 
.oh'an-’entirelytnew-principle /of 
physics /that; ,"noi ohe’. has’^ever 
dreamed'about'.’.’f different'from; the 
pririciple'embbdied jnhis inventions, 
relating to the*i.an?mi-;-uo' _ of eie-,-' 
trical' power.’ from v a/distance,/ for 
which he has,received.a^numher-of 
baaiolpaiehts. * ThisAnewgtypeVbf 
force,' Mr. -Tesla' said,^wouidj-oper; 
,ati‘:thrbugh:aVheara'!,orie"'bne-hun; 
Idredimllliorith'; of/a/square/centl: 
'meterMnfdiameter'.iPnd;' could'; be 
.generated from a speclal plant that 
would-cost no mora;thah-$2,000,000 
and ;would-;take'/only.'about'; three 
months’to,'construct; ?. ,/./ / T .1 
f'A-'d6ren>suchUplahts,-::Iocated.’,at 
strategic'points along the‘coast/ac- 
cofdIngitbjtMr.'.Te3la;?twould;.be 

enough ito* ,'defend"-the- ..country- 
against; all'-possible* Serial; attack; 
The, beam-, would J melt‘any,'engine, 
whether -Diesel 'or gasollne-driven, 
and .would also’ ignitg the .explosives 

MfiiA «nr»hnmli.vr'w? nnsilMa 


r;: 


5,ed! 



new! : lnvehtions, : .two t 'of,'.whlch,al?l 
ready;haye;jbeeh Jested.:\iOne..of.‘ 
these'.ls! a'-'methodfiand*apparatus I 


and has reccntly.;made'a number/of ] 
Improvements In if.'* ' «" tfl 

sirpulatlon..Should thergo vernmeiA! j 
decide, to take'up hfs offer h‘e;wbuCj 
go to work. at; oricb; but- they‘would 
haviito* trust-him;] 'He-.would? suf¬ 
fer ‘.'no-interferenceifrointcxpeHsif’- 
\In,\ordinary.''tIHei/suchfa‘.'cond<?‘; 

lion.would veryillkeiy Interpose -’anij 
Insuperable-obstacle; .But; timesibe- 
lng‘ what.ithey.are, ; and.with--the 
nation • getting- ready-,, to? spendSbll- { 

lfons * : for , national defense;-atr, the 1 
same time ; taking* in-consideration 
the’reputation of; Mr, Tesla'airaff;, 

! inventcr.--.who--always- was-many 

Lyeara.aheadoof'hlsitlme/sthejiques/ 
tion - arises',whetheriitVmayr- not? be I 
adylsab!e;to;take7MK5Tesla‘-'at’?hIsi 
vrord_,aad^cominissionS'hlmlVto?!got 
ahead •with; the ‘construction 1 of ; hrs 
teleforce-'plant;. ” *' ' . * i ’' t' , ■ ; | 
_ td»;a'Deyjcp',"invaiuabfb’! 

tively.avery, smaHisumrcompafcdd 
with-what:is,at stakes If .-Mr;';-Tesra 
really-ifulfillshis '-'promlseC-theVre? I 
suU;achIeved’,'w6uId-b’a’truly.'stag-'| 
'gering.^Not o’nije l wo'uldilt‘:saveihil-i,| 
lIon3'mow*plahned;for:airidefeftse?l 
by-making .the- country-absolutely! 

impregnable agafnslany aiEattackt’* 
but dt-wouldralso; save; many; moVe 
bllllohii'fh';'/property, .tha'tj wbufd' 
'otherwise;be-,sure l ly.destroyed*-no 
matter.-how strong .the .defenses are 
1 a s’: wilnesi current j«vehts'<invEhg-l 
land:, • 

Canal.',. Ho-matter^howestrbngttHe’ 
defenses,-a suicIde;squadrbh’ofrdiye 

^bombers, 1 accordlhg to : some. ex? 
P«t s ;<?»!ght',siicceed; in\ igetUng* 
through and, cause-:such- 'damage, 
:-^?i*t?y° u lC? ma ^ e '>>the;fGanai:;uh- 
'Usable,->In-r ; which>case“*out;''NaVv 
mighbfind itself,bottled,tipi , 
.^onsideririgHtheiprobabiiijies/Ii 
‘ If-tthe, chances; were 
“%0^’-Or2;?, 8 alj?^ Mr .T e3 i a th o ' 

P^yourdrstlH'balargely-lhifavbr 

a; .chance-.on?- spending 
:f2,000,000,. „In„ the*7opinion..* of -'the 
,* ! i ' - r: Mr, T? 

ha ratill-jetalns:,full.vintellectual 
■vigor,:the-authorities.in chat ' "" 1 
^building the national defense , 
at; once lookdntorthe. matter/.Th'al 
;sum}Is, .'Insignificant, compared; with 
,tho;tmagnltu(Je; ol rtho'stak^ " *u| 
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UEMORANDUM FOR .THE SPECIAL AGENT. IN CHARGEJNDEXEO' 

/ 

O 

On September 22,. 1940, Mr. ROBIN VAN ROSEN, 33 
West 8th Street, New York City> telephone Grammercy 5-0277, 
telephoned the New York Office and informed the writer that he 
■wished to call his attention to an article which was printed- in 
the Sunday "New York Times" of September 22, 1940 on Page D 7,. 
under the section: "Science and Patents - .Education News,/' the/ 
article being "Science in the News" by YfILLIAM A. LAURENCE. ■ 

Mr. VAN RQSEN stated that he particularly wished 
to call the* attention of' the New York' Office of the Federal 
Bureau or Investigation to that phase of the article relating to 
death ray for planes which refers- to an interview of the in¬ 
ventor NIKOLA TESIA. o/ . 

He .further advised that he believed that some 
government .agents should, interview NIKOLA TESLA relative to 
his death ray invention as-no doubt some agents ,of foreign 
government would' contact Mr. TESLA. 

The clipping referred to by Mr. VAN ROSEN is 
i attached hereto. 

The indices of the New York Office were searched 
with negative results. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. J. KEATING 
Special Agent 
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Reference is nade to Bureau communication dated January 29, 1943 to all 
Special Agents*in Charge, No. 33, Series 1943, which instructs that every case 
under the Espionage character be reviewed for the purpose of determining- whether 
the case should be continued to be carried under the Espionage character, and if 
there is not sufficient justification $or this, case should be carried under 
another character, 

In the reviewing of these cases, the Bureau desires that the following 
ideas be kept in nindr 

(1) What are the allegations that the individual subject is an Espionage Agent? 

(2) What investigative steps have been taken to prove or disprove these allegati- 

(3) What evidence has been obtained to substantiate the allegations? 

(4) Do the facts warrant that the case be continued under the'Espionage characte: 
and if so, what investigative steps are contemplated to properly develop 

the case? 

In the reviewing of these cases, consideration should be given to the 
closing of those cases which appear to justify such action. 


The instant case has - been reviewed by the writer .and I wish- to- state 
that it is in - proper condition, such as to the removal of stop notices, proper 
serialization, etc., etc. 

It is the conclusion of the writer that: ’ ,,, , 

(if The character of, this- case -should, jtje. changed; (or .remain. Espionage) 
, from_ ..,.t o - - • - - • - • ■ -b ecause: 




In the next report, the character in t his case should be so c hanged. 

(over) 




F. B. 1. 


MAR 2 71943. 
N. Y. C. 


d.<?o 
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I'ev York, ? Kov York 


STCtri'l Kerch 19, 1943 

G5-12C90- 


director, f3I 

EoJ VSXEO’Jd €U2JT.CTS; smm&wmi 

ttaBcaas w usssxm c? eieoia ksia 

(Eeceascd)* 

£3?ICEAG3, HISOS1^3033 

hear Sir? 

Eoference is nado to tho JSurcau letter in. tie cTttvc-crJtioned 
tatter dated January 21, 1943,, In which it is stated that it is desired that 
tho Eurcou; ic kept prcaptly end currently inf oxriod of all developments id this 
qaso. 

In view of a telephone call YronKr. little of tho fur cad 
to hr, ?. J* £poc~cn, Assistant Special d^ent in Charso of tie few York" 
tffico, doted January 14, 1943, in which Hr* littlo Stated that the clove- 
captionod potter Was tow heins handled ns an Alien faery Custodial Pc^enfcica * 
cotter and therefore -na further action should ho taken in tho cotter ty tho 
hew York field Iivioicn, this case is hoinS considered closed in this Cffice, * 
unieea advised to the contrary hy ’tho furcau at sons future tirso, ! 


Ycry truly yours, 


^ A 

CO-ICY r K 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


rr/ tax, m Tcnx - 
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REPORT MADE AT 

■ kw YdY, nw an 

DATE WHEtf MADE 

PERIOD FOR^ 

7/16,19/24/4! 

REPORT HADE 8V 

; m;a p, .cjoord 

TnL£ pzxite ymtiia \ 
smv:mna* 

y - 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

Yx?:i7i;y 


.SYNOPSISOF FACTS: Sub^cSt, vh6 i3 th8 President Of 

the Jerlieft Y&tios&l £efen*» Ccrslttse, 
seat ft letter dftta, 4/7/43 through tfe* 

&S* sail* to tie who it tit Minister 

of State ea diejoeal of tit CoYornaent of 
YugoaUria* A translation of thl* letter 
coat&tn# the following ataiaaenti “If I 
see in the news? suers any care attack# oa 
oar SirHaa fhightly Che talk Tuth ^itcbell 
.,,1 will break all your bones,. which Cermic 
crest# put into your body*. Sublet -was 1 
wrested by the SI? PJ3 pa 7/12/43 who to Ms 
case was adjourned until 1/10/44, facte 
presented to t??A, S?ai» who- ha# tho ease 
under adtieeaeat and will reader a 
decision relative to prosecution la the 
rear future. 

ft?. 

^jSTjaaSi Key York teletype to tho Yureau dated «Taly 13, 

19.43, 

unm jUDi^m 

K:r. sm XS3AS2VIC3, 812 fifth Averse, Key Yprk 
City, telephone So. Jtgeat 7-4610, and hi# attorney, 
U&xs c:fe2C?a, CO kast 42nd Street, Sew York 
City, telerksae So. K?rr$y Sill 2-YCS7, yeretnally sheared at the Sew 
fork Office and famished tie folleViag ^rojared etateaehtt 


APPROVED AND 


SnEClAl. AGENT 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


j l r-/a j<?/> - M 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

3-lareaft ft *- ► 
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lev York , i ‘V 
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policy of every Konfer of the United Hatiohs, without 
o. doubt. first tost ta internal unity and ’unity among the Allies* tfhd 
JurosUva ha<e to proBbte. unity aacag the Se rbs, Croat# and Slovenes, 
vho constitute Jugoslavia, and to ur-e that any internal and jsrsonal 
differences la buried in favor of a concentrated strong ana united nation 
against, the Axis. 

Hare in Amrica where there are morn than one million 
•arsons* of ifogo'slav extraction, this Unity is their first duty toward* America, 
for the war effort end for repulsing onooy propaganda which is working tot 
disunity. She aoet ordinary nenoa of Axis propaganda la the breaking of 
unity add exploiting national, religious and racial differences. She great 
apjority of Ansricen# of Jugoslav extraction are good and conscientious 
Aim rIcon citlwas. 

Cae paali group of Seri?, calling Itself the Serbian. National 
fefenep, of Chicago, tod the SBJ02SA* paper. Of ?itts>irgh. began a 
ctopaigh against unity, a caapaigu. of bate towards Jugoslavia, towards, the 
Croats tod Slovenes, etc. At their convention recently, this group passed 
l resolution in which they proclaimed thenselves, even though they are 
AttSicAttfl reerossntetivo# of S'erMbu and broke all relations with the 
JuSS CowStot itf Uxlle# appealed to Klng?eter to proclaia himself 
kSofSerUartod acMing Hitler tod Mussolini terminology, they called 
Jugoslavia #a ryth tod a aibtoke of the Yersailleal’oace Treaty • 

It if not necossaryto remark how Contrary this to the 
interest of unity toong Africans, to the wishes of the Serbs, fronts and 
31b vena a vho are^o bravely fighting against tho Axis, and contrary to 
the official stand of Bjiltod States, Great Britain, fnssia and all 
the Allies, 

■ Kiss frith Mitchell is honorary chairnan of this organization 

end the wet Active spoked of its ideas. ^ is zy duty as a Serb, as a 
Jugoslav, as a neuter of the Jugoslav Covemnent which overthrew the 
aAasewat govercaent in Jugoslavia, as an anti-fascist, as the loader of 
oto of thb tost democratic parties in Jugoslavia, to act against this 





•-kind' of prcpW^sic. 

As tdyhat tfcs t’nlted State thin>e of the eituution, I hereby 
jjdoio Elsar Tavio, liipctor of the, Office of War Informtlcn, aa to Mg 
opinion Of S3B03S2AH, which id tbMputhpioce for tho Serbian Motional defense 
Cc.Taittosj Hr* Javia specifically accuses £3102«Aii of aiding the Hast propa¬ 
ganda program and' dawging the war effort, and the Cepaytcsont of justice,* 
the State Separtsieat and the Office pf War Infd»rs>tioh have all teen hatching/ 
this with concern. 

Tolloylng is a direct quotation fro? p. Jotter vritten “by tlmv 
faviaoa Jnse ioth to Saaual Verlinfch fro sideat. Of' the «erh National fedora* 
ticni 

•for »sf tine, moral branchoe of the phited States Poyprcpent 
Including the Office, of Vpr Inforaation, the ^pattaent of 
Justice, and the Cepartacat of State, have- watched, with, concern 
the policies of the ‘Aeeriean Srbobran’* Its violehi 
attacks upon all peoples of Croatian extraction, and their 
clergy* its strong entl-Cathollc articles, and its yioled 
efforts to defend the, $tislii?r^«dich who auppPrth the 2?aal 
regise in Serbia often have the effect of aiding the $azl. 
c&spaigas of intolerance and yr.de hate, fend, ate damaging 
to the Aoorican war effort* > 

■ Aaeriqah unity is iterative for tkfi successful prosecution . 
of Us war. fhe 'Easts have boastod ,th-t they would set 
Aswricpns, against Americans and they are striving to do 96 * 

Sfcey have sought for years to set people of Serbian, Croatian' 
and Slovenian extraction against each other* It 1# the .old 
gene of divide and conqu-sr.^The United Hntlona are striving 
for the strongest possible unity and all those who are opposed 
tp the Axis, In Jugoslavia, and in, the United States, we 
SfiOlc tp.unite all people of Serbian, Croatian and Slovenian 
heritage*. 

When Kies Mitchell began writing articles and letters to the 
American , roaa vhickvere Against the policy Just described by Blapr ©avis 
as a United States policy, and Which were also against the policy of tho Jugoslav 
Government for Unity, I Wrote a loiter to tho Herald Srituae on April 6th in 
reply to a particularly damaging article which sho had previouslywrUten to 
the Sribua? on April fed. 

follows tho appearance of xy letter in the Herald tribune, 
l received A filthy end threatening letter froa Philip HarkaVich, who is the 






it a-iow 


identof tb Hew fork branch of tbo Serbian K&tiObl £efenb Committee, 
wbch le Sngtpoorlng these anti-Jugoslav and antl-Anericaa activities In 
thle letter brbvich sought, by Peotapo tarwriet tactles, t6 prevent se 
fro^SitiJeSSlpS to offset the. <fc«*eir>* Offsets of the Sabina national 
Pefeate fe&ttet* • policies and activities 

i therefore bused the arrest of*»hilip KarfcoVlck and 1 will 
not le intlsidated 1/ hio or any other fiOsbr of an f'(&>*? ^ U consciously 
or Ubonsoionsly following tb Sosi line and eitet^ting to promot'd any one 
Action or any one group at tha expense pf the war effort *8 a *bU* B 

«r 4 1 C 3 AS 0 YICH also furnished a pfcotoetatio copy of the letter 
and envelop-In which It was received* together with a traneUtioa of the 
letter. ?bse we tetng retained in the Hew York file of this case, Ha 
advised tbt it was necessity to retain the original letter beans* ho kaj 
had the Sbjsot arretted ly the by York City Police pspA'rt-entand that ho. 
would have to produce tb original letter in the City f ourt. ¥h* eftvh^o bare 
tb printed return nidm* Of t*~ **“**"*“ 

York, 400 W 8 9t PJrd Street, Jte> 

tokr.'SiVlKoSp*n§ d oHl2 Pifth Avenue, Hey-fork City* 7b letter i* 
bled otV York City, April 7,1943, and U. handwritten and signed ly PSlllP 
KPXOttCU/ 


letter! 


Kip* ICiAiJCVICn: furnished tb following translation of thin 


Hew fork City 
April 7f 1^3. 


S’nva KOeanovlch! < 

Oemsn U*t*rd, iff ««• in tb newspapers any wore attacks on our Serhian 
PnShtlv Cbtnifc Euth Kltchell, or if soaecao brings to some written or 
Silattacis which 1 night b« overlooks*, 1 will break all your hones, which 
cJrSo Croat, nut intTyour body, fou rotten dirt who .claims to have 
v h n °! S ^fa Klnister - we now see what kind of traitors ruled Jugoslavia 

S «?.»IhS wv. twaSk to?. 1 *• to« to Ho» *&.«& « KiU «rt 

2^1 of our p. 0 , 1 *. . Vto mo. you tbo rljht 

casxiy it yeuf?" «. * i<»hr MteK Assembling cniala for the 
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"trill take cara of you soon. So ouch for your* knowledge, I am warning you 
to cease attacking tho National Defense and Hiss Mitchell. ?o you, you 
piaaeA ca «$utv expect to undorainai Jugoslavia as before? Ypu are the 
conspirator* vho killed the King, hit you, acum, *111 -pay for tt. £ aa 
watching your atepa and what you do and wi.th whom you cooperate, you German, 
you traitor vor?e than a coward, You,. your company and your satellites 
stink, 

Philip Markovich 
by hie own band** 

•Mr, X93ASDYICR advised that there was no doubt tut that it was 
HAHKCVICE who had .written the letter as during bis arraignment ia, the Hew 
York Cltylfegistratoe Court on. July IS, 1943, MABX97XC3; had acted. as though 
he v’ere proud of having written ihelet.ter. 

Betectivd jAfeJS Y, ISOM^ assigned to the Special Stfiad Mo, 1 
of the Haw York 0|ty Police Department*. advised that he had arrested PHILIP 
KARK3YICn, Who resides at .103 %4t 101st 3trio t, Hew York City, an July 12, 
1543, charging bin with violating doctloa Ho, 151 of the Mow York Penal Law, 
which prohibit} the sending of threatening letters, 

Detective -XH92T stated that subject was arraigned before Magi¬ 
strate Anna Kross in Yorkville Court on July 12, 1943 and that Magistrate' 

Xross p&rolled VJ0OU C5 in custody pf his lawyer, EYKA5 JCOMPE?, And adjourned 
the arraiganent until Priday, July 16, 1943, ' 

■ ThsSe facts were presented to Assistant Dhitisd States Attorney 

ihomas 7* Hurphyof the Southern District of How York*. Who advised that he 
would .decline prosecution, pendag the results of the. notion taken in the Hew 
fork City Court, 

CSABLSS JE3SHXIX3, Court Officer of the YorkviUo Court, 153 
Xaet 67th Street, Hew York City, advised that on July 16* 1943 Magistrate 
Anna Kross adjourned the case against the subject until January 10, 1944, 

Upon being appraised of the action taken, by the Mew York 
City Court, Assistant United Staton Attorney Murphy stated that he was taking 
the case under advisesssut and would render & decioioa relative to prosectuion 
in the near future. 


-PMH'DIEO- 
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nixu? mwacxt 
mxzmszt - ncm 


A«*t. ca $rr.\s f* pit 

fcy yoasea of thu fact that th# yeyk***hemie$ fi+o 

todiit* thin cast*' 


r. d ;ort Pf Cpcoial A^eat i^rca £• Crcch«?i datsd Attflit IS, 
1 S 43 , at to Y;r*i City# 

toiatsat $»ii$d State* Attas&y CT F* JSCT* 
Ccutheaa riatrict cf to York ieler^iically ccsaxicatad 
tiitii tpcclal Agbi& £laer F# toleh tad ftcvised hia that h* 
vould tolls* r-'tototo by reason of *»•#»* that t.o 
to York authorities to todlifijr thi« fcaja* 




3«Cteraw ^ 

(i*:;* mo 

■ ^iv*y me v&rt&ai) 
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March 9 , 1941p* 


Mayor F. H. LaQuardia 
City Hall. 

Hew York, H. Y. 

Dear Mayor LaQuardia: 


UA- 


-p 
\\ , 




V v 


4 , 




Reference is made to J* 

letter dated February J-.^th, addressed to you r§> fa JA/O 
by Sava H. Kosan.ovichtTTl-2 Central Park Soutb^4'*\ -f+rwt 1 
New York 19, N« Y., regarding Philip. Markovichkl#;)^ 
and enclosures which, were handed to me by your . 7 /**-* / t 
secretary ,on February 24th. ‘ *Go “*£? 

A oheck bf the reoords of 
this office reflected that this matter -had been 
callod to our attention on July 15 , 1943, but 
that.it had previously been reported t o the 
New York City Police Departments The records 
further reflect that Markovich was arrested by 
the New York City Police Department on July 12 , 

1943, charged, with v iolation of Section 1 551 of 
the Penal Law, sending threatening letters, which 
under the New York law is .a misdemeanor. Marko¬ 
vich was arraigned before Magistrate- Anna Kross, 

Yorkville Court* on July l6, 1943 and the hearings 
have been adjourned to date. Latest inquiry re¬ 
flects that Magistrate Kross has postponed" the 
proceedings in this case Until September 19 ^ 1944* 

Shortly after the receipt 
at this office of the material in connection with 
this case, the facts on hand were submitted.’ to 
the office of the United States Attorney fob the 
Southern District of New York with a vie?/ 44 
possible proseoution under the Federal Extojbtion 
Statutes. Proseoution was deolined by reason of 
the fact that the local authorities were handling 
the case* 


1 




-Ayj/, 

Jj ' 








Mayor LaGuardia 


In view-of the above, the lettei* of 
reference, mentioned above, and the enclosures 
are being returned herewith. 


Sincerely youra> 


E. E. C02TR0Y 

Speoial Agent in Charge. 


Enclosures. 






Address writer at* 

Hcb,s. Inst, of TCdh., 
Csabridge, £ass. 
Jspuary 30, 1943. 


■ x, falter Gcrenot, 

Alien Property Custodian, 

120X?oadsEy, 

Hew York, fjcn York. 

£er Sirt 

At youT xeguest. and that of tr. Joseph f. £ins of the 
Washington office of the. Alien Property Custodian* I have ex- 
enir.ed the private papers, writings, -and other property <pf tho 
late pr, Hiuola Tesla with the view to determining both their 
possible usefulness to this country in its war effort and the 
possible hazard attendant on their' felling into unfrier.csly 
tSids, 


TM$ excainatich wet nadet ct the JCanhattcn Ferekeuse, 

52r.d Street, Hew York City, on January 2o-27, end included- oil 
of the notes rod material in Dr. Tesla’s dmedidte possession 
at tho time cf his death snd now in,the custody of your offico* 

Per reasons indicated below, no investigation was nude ,df material 
in trun’,.3 which had resaine* untouched ih tho basement of the 
>!ew Yerker Hotel for ten years prior tp IJr-. Tesla’s deaths 

As a result of this examination, it is e y considered 
opinion that there exist among In’., Teel ’s papers f.nd possessions 
no scientific, notes, descriptions of hdthepto unrevcsled' methods 
0? devices* c? actual apparatus which could be pf significant 
value to this country Or Widch would constitute a hazard irr un¬ 
friendly hands, I can therefore see no technic 1 cf military 
reason why further custody of the property should be retained. 

For your records, there hap been renewed to your office 
a file of various written notorial by Hr. Tesla which covers 
typically and fairly ecapietely the ideas with which he was con*? 
ccrned during his later yeurs. These documents are e? ‘ * 
tnd briefly abstracted in the attachment to this lett< 


is'., /' a 








w - _ -2- January 30, 1943. 


Xt ahould be no discredit tb this distinguished engineer and 
scientist whose solid-contributions to the electrical art-were 
made at the beginning, pf the present century to report that his 
thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen years -were, 
primarily of a speculative, philosophical, -and somewhat promo¬ 
tional character—of ten concerned with the producation and-wire¬ 
less trensnisoion pf poner—but did not include- new sound, work¬ 
able principles or methods, for realizing such results. 

Very truly yours. 


JOHN 0. TRUli?, ' 
Technical Aide, 
.Division, 14*,.HERG. 


Enclosure. 

.jqt/q- 





AECmCTS CF Eft, NIKOLA TESEA’S. 'CITINGS 
RETAINED AS EXilEITS 
TO SIP AXIEK pROPERTt CUSTPlSTAH 


On January 26 and 27, 1943> an examination tics made of the 
technical papers of fir* Nikola Tesla -which, after his; decease,, had 
been stored in the Manhattan Warehouse in New fork- City. This ex¬ 
amination was Eada for the purpose of determining if any ideas Of 
significant valuo in the present United (States war effort could be 
f'ind aneng his possessions. Participating, in this- examination were 
Mr. John G. Newington, New York Office of the Alien property Custodian; 
Mr. Charles J, Kedetnienl, Washington Office of the Alien Property 
Custodian) John, G. Troop, Office of Sciehtifie Research spd De- 
yolopBent, Massachusetts Institute .of Technology, Cambridge, t'assachu- 
setts) Willis George, Office of Naval Intelligence, Third Naval Dis¬ 
trict) RdwcrdPalner, Chief Yeoman, JBSNR; John J. Corbett, Chief Yeo¬ 
man, USSR. 

2 . • 

The following papers, which are regarded as typical of Nikola 
Tesla's writings and thoughts in the period of 1925' to 1942, were Removed 
for the purpose of record and ere listed below in thr random order in 
which they were found, together with a brief individual abstract.. 

Exhibit A 

"Possibilities of Electrostatic Generators** - an undated 
Article probably written about 1934 discussing -the possibili¬ 
ties, as a source of high-Yoltage D-C power, of the Van de 
Graaff type of electrostatic belt generator. The article 
states correctly the electrostatic principles employed in this; 
device and points put that such generators are not suitable 
-for commercial high-power applications, though of undoubted 
scientific value. Tesla’s wifeless tower, erected in 1902. on 
Long Island, is Stated in this memorandum to have been charged 
to 30 million volt3. 

Exhibit If 

' "Reactive Forces of Glycerine and Dynamite an undated,, 

memorandum involving seme calculations of the explosive power 
.of certain compounds and then deviating to a. discussion of the 
possibility of transmitting power by mechanical vibrations 
.alongthe.earth’s crust. 
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Exhibit C 

"Process Of Po-Gnssifyirm. Refining, and Purifying ? T etals w - 
a 41-page memorandum probably written about 1920 dealing with 
the above subject and proposing new theories of capillarity end 
surface tension. This correspondence Indicated that this had 
been submitted to various industrial companies. 

Exhibit D 


. "Reply-to totorg re 'the generation of high-voltage -and the 
acceleration of charged particles*« - This document, dated No¬ 
vember 8, 1935, answers questions raised by. Soviet, engineers and 
scientists regarding Tesla?s proposal of I'&y 16, 1935* From 
this answer* it is deduced that the proposal concerned the gen¬ 
eration cfhigh voltages by electrostatic means. These moans 
consisted of a high-voltage terminal presumably supported on an 
insulating column end charged by a gaseous charge conveying 
medium,passing between ground apd terminal. The ideas contained 
in this memorandum ore fairly similar to the belt-conveyor 
eleotrpstatip generator methods proposed by Van de Gra.off and 
do ndt appear to offer any unusual features* 

Exhibit K 

?lrt of Telegeodyncmics t or Art Of Producing Terrestrial 
Motions at Distance" -* This document, in the form of a letter 
dated June 12, ,1940, to the Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company, .proposes a method for the trpriemis.sion of large amounts 
of power over vast distances by .means of mechanical vibrations 
of the earth's crust. The, source of power is a mechanical or 
electromechanical device bolted to some rocky protuberance and 
importing power at a resonance frequency of the eerth's crust. 

The proposed scheme appear? to be completely visionary end un-‘ 
workable*. Nestinghouss's reply Indicates their polite rejection 
' of ibis idq3, ■ t " 

Exhibit? 

"Hew Art of Projecting Concentrated Non-Pispersive Energy 1 
through Natural Media" - This undated document by Tesla describes 
an electrostatic method of producing very high voltages and ca¬ 
pable of very groat power. This generator is Used to accelerate 
charged particles, presumably electrons* Such, a bepn of high- " 
energy electrons passing tlirough air is fee "concentrated ndn- 
dispersivo" means b; fchich energy is transmitted through natural 
.media, AS a component of this apparatus there is described an 
open-endod vacuum tube within which the electrons are first ac¬ 
celerated. 




fc> 



Exhibit F (cent.) 

Thfe proposed scheme beers come relation to present meuas 
for producing high-energy cathode rays vy the cooperative use- - 
of a hi^-yolthge electrostatic generator and an evacuated 
electron cceeleraticn tube. It is roll known, however, that 
such devices, while of scientific end nodical interest,, ere 
incapable of the transmission cf large amounts of power in 
non-dispcr&ed beers oyer long distances., Tesla*sdisclcsures 
in this memorandum would hot enable the construction cf workable 
cchblnaticns pf generator end tubs even of United: power, though: 
the general elements of such a Combination app s'occinctly de¬ 
scribed. 

Exhibit Q 

A circular by Carol Bird, dated September 10, 1933, en¬ 
titled "Tremendous Hew Power Soon to Be tnlobShed'h This da- . 
Scribes in popular stylo ecnc biographical information concern¬ 
ing Kikola Topla and spna idohs for tho tranonission pf $ower 
cn which ho is stated to be. working. 1 It appears that the 
method af trenshiesipp. is 'by the toecii3nid>l>oSohCnce method 
outlined in Exhibit P, above, 

Exhibit K 

This, exhibit consists of a series of letters to represen¬ 
tatives of’the British Government dated August 89* 1936? Octo¬ 
ber 2b* 1937; BCcphbor X5, 1937? and April 5, 1933. It includes 
a.reply doted jenuer., ?, 1931,- ftoa the British Government. 

These letters offer- to. the British Government, for a fee, the, 
di8closure of a nc„ns for accelerating to high energies minute 
particles. £uch beams would constitute a death ray capable of 
the protection of Great Britain from air attack*. , 

The method proposod is essentially that described in Kxhi- 
, bit f above;. Ponding the initial letter dated finest 2% ’ 

1936, the subseouent letters attempt to clone up the "nieunder- 
8tending3 tt of the British representatives and to expedite their 
acceptance of the Tesla proposal* The British reply dated Janu¬ 
ary 7 ia a polite expression of disinterest In the proposal. 

Exhibit! 

in Undated memorandum written after Tesla* s 39th birthday 
describing several discoveries which ho believed he had made. 

Tho first related to a dynamic theory cf gravity which is de¬ 
scribed ee hot yet completed. The second Stated as a physical 
truth the belief that "there is no energy in matter other than 
that received from the environment". This second statement, 
which is discussed at length.in this end other writings of Tesla,, 
indicates ills disbelief in the existence 6£ ntonic cr nuclear 
energy, - „ . 




Exhibit J 


"A Method of Producing Powerful Radiations" - nn undated, 
memorandum in Tesla* s handwriting describing "a new process of 
generating powerful ra v s or Mediations". The memorandum reviews, 
the works of Lenard end Crookes , describes Tesla 1 s tyork on the 
producation of high voltages, end finally in the last paragraph 
gives the. only description of the invention contained in the 
memorandum. This description is as follows: "Briefly stated,, 
ay new simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 
in creating through the Medina of a high-speed jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and. sup¬ 
plying the same with currents ;of the required "tension and volume" 

Exhibit K 


A letter to prospective licensees op telegOodynmales dated 
December 27, 1941. This is a single-poge letter with the type¬ 
written signature of Dr. Nikola Tesla, in which he addresses 
himself to the prospective licensees of telogeodyncaics, states 
that oyer a half million dollars was spent on this development 
with funds contributed by the Morgans, Crawford, J. *f. Aster, 
and Fish, as well commercial organizations, and .states this 
to be a new art with which "wivelievable wonders can be achieved^ 

Exhibit L 

Tesla* 3 ."New System of Fluid Propulsion".- This is an un¬ 
dated memorandum of about 20 typewritten pages describing n sys¬ 
tem of fluid propulsion in which the conversion from hydraulic 
to rotary mechanical power is achieved by passing the fluid be¬ 
tween flat Circular dis)<s, shaft-mounted and enclosed In a Cas¬ 
ing. 

This memorandum written about 1925 describes in general 
terns, a kind of hydraulic turbine which seems practical. There 
is copious evidence among the other of Tesla* s .papers that this 
idea was generally disclosed to,, appropriate individuals and , 
that it received favorable comment and possibly some use. Some 
of theso comments are contained on the last page of the exhibit.. 

Exhibit N 


"The PeWor of the Future" - a memorandum apparently written 
by Tesla and probably in response to a request from seme popular 
science group for an'opinion as to. the source of future power. 
This memordnto reviews the gradual evolution of power sources. 

It discusses in some detail the possibility of atomic power and 
states as his opinion that atomic power is not feasible. The 
discussion of .atomic energy is apparently confused to some extent 




Exhibit if (cent.) 

with planetary energy. The article further discusses the 
subject of wind, tides', lightning, end water power as a source 
.of commercial energy. The lest..sentence of this memorandum 
states: «Nith my wireless system, it is practicable to trans¬ 
mit electrical energy at u distance of, twelve thousand iailes 
With 4 los3 not exceeding $ per cent. X can conceive of no 
advances which would be acre desirable at this tine and, more 
beneficial to the further progress of mankind." This memorandum 
constitutes fen-interesting generalized discussion of the various 
sources of power, it is qualitatively correct for the most- 
part except probably in that portion which deals with atonic 
power. 

Exhibit N 

’ *09 Transmission of Electric Energy Without Vires** an 
article by % Tesla in the Electric Torld-. March 5, 1904, pages 
429-431. A general, somewhat, biographicaT article on Tesla's 
early work with some speculation on the possibility of long¬ 
distance wireless transmission of large amounts of energy. 

Exhibit 0 

"florid System of Wireless Transmission. of Pnergy" - -an 
article by H. Tesla in. Telegraph end Telephone Age. Qctcber 16, 
1927, pages 45? and 460. An article which, traces tho early 
work on the production and transmission of electromagnetic ra¬ 
diations, describes Tesla's efforts to increase the amount of 
power which can bp transmitted without wires .and concludes 
with a, proposed W/orld System" for the wireless transmission . 
cf both power and Communications. Ho workable disclosure of 
a means for accomplishing this is included, end' such generali¬ 
ties 4s suggest the approach which Tesla had in mind dp not 
seem capable of accomplishing the desired result. 

Exhibit P 

"Interview with Er. Nikola Tesla" by /tided P. Arnagnac 
for Popular Science Monthly, May 24 , 19,28.. Air H-p 3 ge memcran- 
dua written in popular conversational style describing an in¬ 
terview with Hr. Tesla, and reporting his present work. This 
report includes, statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 
on the wireless transmission of power, on xi world system, -plan, 
for the transmission of speech and television, on the imprac¬ 
ticability of harnessing atomic energy, on radio, activity, and 
on, the acceleration of charged particles, such, as cathode rays, 
by high voltages. 






Exhibit 0, 

An .agreement dated April ,20, 1935, between Nikola Tesla 
and the fmtorg'Trading. Corporation, in which Tesla agreed tb 
supply plans, ■specifications, and complete information ton &- 
method and apparatus for producing high voltages up to fifty- 
oniUion volts, for producing very small particles in a, tube 
open to air, for' increasing the charge of the particles to" 
the fullvoltcge of the high" potential terminal, ?nd for pro¬ 
jecting the particles to distances of c hundred miles or' more, 
The maximum speed of the particles was specified os nbt less 
than 350 milesr per second. -The receipt of £25,000 fop for 
this disclosure trasr acknowledged in this agreement, -which -bos, 
signed jby hikoia Tesla and by A. Bartanian of the Amtbrg- Trad¬ 
ing Corporation.. The-method referred to in this agreenent is ■ 
-apparent!, -that described in Exhibitabove, ft is probable' 
that Exhibit p. above 1 , is pir- effort by Tesla to blear up the 
questions raised, by PoVieii engineers, after the subject dis*. 
closure. |tnd been made., There is. ho evidence that the inveh- 
.tiohs and information, referred to in this agreement, are other 
jbhan* those described in a number :pf Tesla^s papers ahd pub¬ 
lished articles.*, ^It-should thereforo be expected, an<d it ia 
• substantiated by Exhibit p, that this disclosure subsequently 
proved wmorkablbi * 'i , . * \ , 

3. 

An examination of several items of scientific apparatus mnbng 
the Tesla efforts at the Manhattan Warehouse end in- a deposit box&t ; the 
Qoyernor Clinton Hotel showed those to be standard olectricpl measuring 
instruments in coanon use several decades ago, v : 


Q, dltfli'?, 

’’ Technical Aide, 
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Mass. Inst, of Tech., 
Cambridge, Hass,, 
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65-12290 
JERUshm . 


Director, FBI 


Dear Sir: 


l ' * Notr York 


7, Kaw York 




)EKTIAL 


October 17, 1945 


riHC*— 


Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS) 

. ■, SAVA KOSANOViai} 

r .* , - Experiments and re search of NIKOLA TESLA' (deceased ) 

ESPIONAGE - Jt 


Reference is made to the Bureau letter dated January 21, 1943, which 
bore a caption siniliar to that mentioned above. 

The referenced letter dealt with the death, on January 7, 194?,. of 
the famous inventor, NIKOLA TESLA, who as wall as being the invontor of 
Alternating Current, perfected many oleotrical devices. He is also credited 
with having developed the so called ’’death ray” which would safeguard any' 
country frea attack by air.- 

On Juno 9, 1945, a RALPH BEE$3TRSSSER of New fork City furnished 
information of a nonspecific nature indicating that it was his belief that 
persons sympathetic to Russia wore making an effort to secure the effects of 
NIKOLA TESLA in order to salvage therefrom any models or designs of possible 
military value. Nr. BERGSTR5SSSR claimed that he hoard that .ABRAHAN N. 

SPANEL, President of the NATIONAL LATEX CORPORATION, of Dover, Delaware was 
the motivating influence behind this attempt to obtain TESLA’S paoers which 
are presently held in storage at the MANHATTAN STORAGE WAREHOUSE in Row York 
City, BEEQSTRESSPR promised to return to the New York Held Division shortly 
after his initial visit and furnish further and more specific information to 
support his claims, 

He was not heard from again, however, until September 27, 1945, at 
which time he furnished the. following additional infonnation: 

Re said that a boyhood chum of his from Wichita, Kansas, BL0YG3 
FITZGERALD, had been TESLA’S protego and one of the inventors few confidents. 
According to ESR33TRESSSR, FITZGERALD who is now an Army Private stationed 
at Wright Held, Dayton, Ohio, is a brilliant 29 year old scientist who spent 
endless hours with TESLA prior to the latters death, during which time TESLA 
explained to him most secret experiments. BEEGSTRSSSBR stated that FITZGERALD 
met TESLA in November 1942, but ho had boon corresponding with the latter 
since 1935. According: to the informant, FITZGERALD had developed came sort 
of anti-tank gun, the details of which ho presented to TESLA who made certain 
corrections in design and specifications to further perfect the weapon. 

ESGSTRRSSER related that sometime in December" 1942, when FITZGERALD 
was attending a.Besting of tho AFRICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS, ho 
made the acquaintance os ABRAHA’I SPANEL who became interested in FITZGERALD’S 
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gun. SPAEEL offered financial aid to FITZGERALD and the two ware in the 
closest contact, with each other lor a considerable period of time. 
BEESSTRESTR said that FITZGERALD had lined up a deal for the purchase of 
the gun by the PEUlROTON ARMS OCHPANY,but for none reason SPAS 5 ?! blocked 
this deal by reaching top men in the F.EJHRJGTON COMPANY. SPANSL is then 
reported as having.obtained a job for FITZGERALD with the HIGGINS SHIP 
BUILDIKG 0CKP1NI in Saw Orleans and negotiated .a contract with FITZGERALD 
for the purchase and manufacture of the gun in a manner which would return 
w# of the profits derived to SRANEL, 


BT.GSTUGSSER stated that in November of 1943, for some unknown reason 
but which be brlieves to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by * 
teGGEJS COMPANY. In September of 1944*. FITZGERALD was inducted into the 
Ar&y and for a considerable period of time was located at an ordinance 
experimental station at Elgin Field, Florida. EERGSIRSSSER stated that at 
the present tine FITZGERALD is engaged in a highly socrot experimental 
project at Fright Field in Dayton, Ohio. In spite of his rank of Private* 
FTTZ-ERALD actually is the director of this research and is working with 
bany top young scientists who -.rare inducted into Army from leading industrial 
posts. 


According to B^RGSTRESSER, FITZGERALD is presently wrorkittg on the 
perfection of TESLA'S "death ray* which in FITZGERALD'S opinion is the only 
possible defence against offensive use by another nation of tha Atomic Bomb. 

In this connection, it is noted that the Few York limes of September 22, 1940 
in an article entitled "SCIENCE Ik TEE NEEE" by HILLTAR A. LAURENCE, Science 
Editor states that TESLAldavulged to LAURENCE the fact that he had developed 
a "death ray" or "teleforce" which TESLA claimed would melt airplane motors 
at a distance of 250 miles, so that actually an invisible Chinese Wall would 
be built arcuhd a country against attack by an enemy air force; 

According to the article in the TIMES, this electrical device would 
operate by the generation of powor from a plant, a number of which might be 
located strategically along our coast linos and the boab from which would 
nelt any engine within a radiuot of 250 miles. 

BE1G3T1ESSER stated that during FITZGERALD'S acquaintance with 
SPAHEL, FITZGERALD had told SPANEL of his associations with TESLA and had 
Apparently described to SPAHZL some of TESLA'S most secret work* BERGSTRSSSER 
believes that SPANEL, who he claims is definitely pro-Russian in attitude, 
is now attempting through legal procedure to secure custody of TESLA'S 
effects which are now held byTECLA'S only heir, one SAVA KOSANOVIC!!, who 
is presently in Yugoslavia occupying some governmental po 3 t. 

It will be recalled that in an article published on March 15, 1945., 
by tha KTije jzom SYNDICATE INCORPORATED, WESTBROOK FEGLERT, charged 3PAKSL 
with spending pro-communist and pro- Russian propaganda through his full 
page advertisement in the newspapers, which SPANEL characterised as being 
published for the INTERNATIONAL LATEX CORPORATION,, as a public service- feature. 
It is also interesting to observe that in the New York Times of October 2, 

1945, an article appears which atatos that SPANSL is suing the KING FEATURE 
SYNDICATE INCORPORATED for six million dollars alleging the colmn by 
PEGLER to have been liabelous. 
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DT.SSTRES3GR stated that through FITZGERALD he too had net SPANS! 
and from this personal acquaintance ho formed the opinion that SPANS! was 
definitely a cocaunist and is probably one of the financial supporters of 
the Cocnunist Party in this country. BSEGSTRSSSSR stated that SPANS! -was 
born in Russia,. hut is now an American citizen. Up also charged that SPASEL 
exerted tremendous political influence in Washington, P. C. j and. said that 
one bf SPAEEL’S closest political friends was HIR'SY WALLACE. 

E2RGGTE2SS3R advised that two agents from Army Intelligence contacted 
and stated that in an investigation to determine the qualifications of 
FITZGERALD' for a commission, they had developed information Indicating that 
SPANS! was definitely endeavoring to so rare possession of TESLA’S effects. 
BZR0C7R r SSrR indicated that Amy Intelligence was pursuing an investigation, 
along these lines in an attempt to ascertain the complete story in this 
regard. 


For the Bureau's information, FERGSTRESSER was bom on July 3, 1912 
at Pueblo, Colorado, he is unmarried, end his family resides in Wichita, Kansas. 
He Is a graduate of Northwestern University and until July 1945 had been a 
employee of thoGH, overseas branch, fron March 1943 until ‘January 1945. Ho 
had been stationed in. China, attached to General Stillwell’s Headquarters, 
and was in charge of the physiological Warfare Department of the 0JJI. 

BERGSTREGSER at present is not employed, however, he appears to have ample 
funds since he travels all over the country and resides in reputable hotels. 

Just recently he stated that he had driven General Htillwell’s car from 
Washington to the West Coast as a personal favor to the General’s wife. 

He advised that it is his desire to cooperate with FITZGERALD dn securing 
legal possession of TESLA’S effects in order that a memorial foundation, nay 
ho established for the protection of TESLA’S experiments and for the preserva¬ 
tion of the inventors memory. 

B3P.G8TR5SSSR. stated that FITZGERALD had interested a group bf young 
Amy scientists now working with him at Wright Field in this foundation, and 
their ultimate goal is to secure the support of a wealthy backer in order that 
a foundation might be established and that a sort of "idea factory** night 
result. He said that they'intended, to, contact HENRY FORD, SR., to solicit 
his aid in this regard. * r 

BEP.OSTRESBFR related,that probably the greatest idea of TESLA’S' was - 
that involving the wireless transmission of electrical power* Ko clained 
that TESLA had performed a 1 successful experiment many years ago at Pikes 
Peak, at Which time he harpassed local current from, the sun’s rays which he 
built, up into a huge potential of electrical energy. E2SGSTRESSSR said that 
according to FITZGERALD, if this idea, could, bo furthered, All electrical 
energy to operate the world’s machinery night he gotten absolutely free rather 
than by the costly method with which electrical power is presently generated. 

? He said 'that his idea was to conduct further experiments along this line 
! .; in China where the need fdr electrical power is very great. 

% * 

inquiry was made At the-HANriATTAN STORAGE WAREHOUSE in New York City, 
and it was determined that tho effects of NIKOLA TESLA are contained in sane 
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75 packing cocas and trunks and are presently under coal by the Kcw York 
Stats Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this 
storage, which approbates $15 per month* is being paid by one CPA3L0TT5 
MUZAS, 134 East 63rd Street, New York, New York* who is listed* as the agent 
for SAVA WSiTWICB. 

Inpjiry was also cade at the office of the Alien Property Custodian 
in New York City, concerning an investigation conducted by this office at 
the tins of TtflA’5 death, and at which time the latters property was placed 
under seal by tbs Pnited States Government. Mr. WALTER M3$Vr%, Chief 
investigator' for the Alien Property Custodian, provided a cover letter and 
a suosary of cdter&l? owned by TESLA at the ties of his. death which was 
examined by OT 0. TE74P, of tho office of SCIENTIFIC R^SEJCiai t tnfrtOP* 
ra Mr. GORSUY! also stated that his file in this matter rofleetcd that 
on the night OLA died his safe was forced opon by a representative of the 
8301* it w St SAFI WAS*. It was Mr* cqicucn's belief that a Mr. SEE32EY 
who is believed to bo one of the editors Of the POPULAR STTENCS MAGAZINE was 
present in OLA’S roan shortly after tho safe was opened. These individuals 
wore FT LIS CE0RC2, EDWARD PAL'O, arid JOTl „J. C01BGTT. 

there, are enclosed herewith two typewritten copies of tho report by 
Mr., TOP of tho ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN reflecting tho findings of Mr* 

TUPESP, following his examination of -TESLA’S effects. There is also enclosed 
herewith a photo'static copy of a list of persons associated, with NIKOLA 
T5SM. This latter itea. was furnished by Mr. BERI33TIISSSE3. 

The above information is. furnished for tho Bureau’s information, 
and no investigation is being conducted by this office. 

Tory truly yours, 

/ ■ 

F. F. CONROY, SAC 
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2SEH,-3H2/BEH/hle 

5SEEG (?SK1-31I2) > I 9 October 1$$. 


Federal .Bureau. of Investigation: 

Federal Court House Building 

Hov Torkj Hev York 1 " * 

Attention: to 1 .., Harvey Both 

Gen’tlenen: 

^ requested that in the interest of National 1 Defense,, 
access be. given to the effects.of Dr., Hlcola fesla held in, v Hanhattaii 
Warehouse at 57 th Street, Hev York City, lew Tort; . ' 

We .are desirous of obtaining pertinent. infoniation concerning 
projects under considearation hy ^e Control' Badipnent, Branch^pf 1 <thd 
Equipaent laboratoiy,. Engineering Divis)lph r «Air fdchnic^., Service * 

f vOBEfilld* { 

It isunderstoodthat, Dr. £esla,was %el v L versed in the, 
particular field of investigationviinder' study' by the, Aray.Air ’Forcesj 
and it is,believed that. th 8 ^ata fron -his estate meyi assist tis 
further. * . ’ ' ... ' 

Bespectfully yours. 


L* C.CRAiGIE, 

Brigadier General; U, S. k 
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Director, FBI 

rsj, mximi subjects; 

sm mmn&ih . • , 

ExporiKonts and research of NIKOLA, TR5M (deceased) 

j^hoMoe; sir ' 1 < - ^ : 

•Dear Sirt ,, 

Reference io hade to a letter dated October 17,* 1945, captioned as ’ 
above, which contains, a auaaary of recent- information received by this 
office relative to title effects of NIKOLA TESLA, .deceased, inventor. 

' ’. • - . ’ « 1 * 1 ^ 1 

On October 26, 1945, Private BI0XCE FITZGERALD, ASN 36916930, who 
is neatioped in the 'reference letter^ called in person at the-New Xork 
office together with Private DAVID 1$. PRATT, ASN 39293663 ,; £t. HERBERT 
0. 5CKUXT, and it. R.B. HOULE, all of a research development unit at 
fright Field, Dayton, Ohio. These Ben carried a letter signed by BRIGADIER 
OB!,'SAL L.C. GRAIGEB, Chief Engineering Division, fright Field, requesting 
vthe assistance of this office in allowing the bearers of the letter 
' access to-the effects of JSKQU. TESLA. 

It tap explained to ^Private: FITZGERALD and his associates that 
this office had ho jurisdiction over 1 , TESLA* a effects, and FITZCPTJIID was 
referred to the-office of tee Alien Property Custodian, which made a 
very thorough investigation of TESLA’S belongings following the inventory 
depth.. 

For 1 the Bureau's infomation, private FITZGERALD, and his associates 
stated thatthe Amy bolieves TESLA*a "Death Ray" to be the only possible 
defense against the atonic bonb, and they feel, that possibly the secret 
of the. "Death Pay" lies anong TESLA’S effects, which occupy several trunks 
at the Ifanhattah Storage Warehouse, Kerr York City. Xt will be recalled 
that prior to TESLA*s death, FITZGERALD, who is reported to be a brilliant 
young scientist, wap taken by TESLA as his protege. 

This office is- conducting no investigation on this natter* 





Very truly yourS, 











Birector, F3J ' April ,17, 1950 

SAG, Kew Xork 

SA7A H* KCSAN07IC 
HJEHNAL SECTOWTO 
(Dufile 65-47953) 


iletulet dated.ARiil 3 last* 

On April 7^1950 agents. of this office interviewed Mr. J.T. POT©, 

Vice President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storage. Company, 52nd Street 
k 7th Avenue, Kew Xork City, and at that tine IS*. POTTS advised that the 
iule3 of his firm required that. ;alb persons gaining access to good3 stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an appropriate fora sotting forth thoir 
naae3, date of visit, end reason for, requesting access to the goods. 

In a review of thofile pertaining to the storage of the effects of 
NIKOLA TESBa, )H;. POTTS revealed that only ona such "visit, had beeri nado by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage itself. This one 
occasion took place on January 26 and. 27, 1943, at which tine representatives 
of the Alien Property Custodian nado. a thorough review of the entire effects 
of the JESIA estate. 

The TESIA effects are stored in roors 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage’s 
warehouse at 52nd Street & 7th Avenue, Key.,forkCity. .MR. MICHAEL KT’C, who 
Stated he had. been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he. could recall only the one- occassion in early 1943 
■vkfcu air examination tras made of the TEGLA effects* He stated that ,at that, 
tins cunenous. photographs wore taken.by the examiners. Ei 3 description of 
the equipment used would tend to sliow that a microfilm reproduction was made 
of acne of the papers of tha deceased scientist... if . KXH0 added that several 
of the group caking the examination wore U.S. I’avy unifora3, and during the 
two days required to coaplete tho examination the civilian assistants in the 
group were identified to him only as '«fEIS”AL AUTHORITIES". According to ill. 
KIKO, no other instance of .microfilming of the records, of the TEGLA estate has 
taken place sineb that tine. 

It should be noted that the fureau was informed of the examination men¬ 
tioned above by New York letter (with attachments) dated October 17, 1945, 
entitled tiVKOGS SUBJECT] SA7A KOSAJJpTICH, Experiments it Research of HIED LA 
ECU (BACcased), Espionage-Il. 
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HR. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been .received by Manhattan from 
SAVA N. JpSAKOVICH) nor had Manhattan info iced hin, in any tray, that an ex¬ 
amination of the TESLA effects' had been made by anyone. In fact, added ;ISR. 
POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has seen in the 
fora of .bills for storage. 

MR* POTTS stated that any 1 personal inquires regarding the estate nould 
of necessity be directed to hin, and to date no- such 'inquiries have been made. 

Interviewing agents explained, to MR. !P0TTS that the examination bade, 
a3 mentioned above, was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this .investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action is contemplated by this 
office. CLOSED. 






At 10:‘40 A. M.> 2 / 5 / 5 I, MrY Carl Hennrich> 'Bureau, called rela¬ 
tive to-the following individuals:— ABRAHAM'sPANEL; RALPH BERGSTRESSER“ 
NIKOLA^ESLA. 

Mr.. Hennrich said NIKOLA !p!SLA had died "some years hack; that 
he had been quite a scientist; and-was supposed to, have been, priofto 
his death,. vorMng oq death rajrss Af ter he died there .were allegations 
made, that amonghis papers "were Material froni which a death ray could be 
developed* ms'd ivcsulb- e f - wkioH pe Alien Enemy Custodian seized dll his 
documents. 

f -ABRAHAM SPAHEL-used to be with International Latex Corp.' Durr 
ing the years, there have been a number of nonspecific’compiaints received 
r,e SPANEL*s alleged- CP sympathies . One of these, complaints came from 
RALPH BERGSTRESSER. 

RALPH BERGSTRESSER,- in I 945 , visited the NXO and talked with, 

SA Harvey Rath. Mr. Rath reported this to the Bureau in, memo dated 
-10/17/45 under the title, UNKNOWN' SUBJECTS; SAVA KOSANOVICH, EXPERIMENTS 
AMD RESEARCH OF NIKOLA KESLA (deceased) ; ESPIONAGE - -M. That memo re¬ 
flects an. interview' with RALPH BERGSTRESSER in which BERGSTRESSER fur¬ 
nished information regarding SPANEL and also fegarding*pSLA papers. 

The inference was SPANEL was trying to get hold of^SLA papers for 
some sinister purpose.. As a result of that contact, NYa contacted the 
Alien Enemy Custodian and found they had submitted the’pSLA papers in 
19^3 to M.I.T. and a representative .of M.I.T. had furnished them with 
information, that they found no information that would he helpful a£ to 
an unfriendly nation. 
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Memo- 


Now, BERGSTRESSER; the early part--pf last year,- wrote to 
Senator Joseph McCarthy and the .Senator turned his-letters ovfeT ter 
the - Bureau, One of the letters to Senator McCarthy was regarding 
SPANEL. In that ietteh he advised McCarthy that he had taken "two 
days in about April, 19$5> to explain -the entire story, to the FBI 
in New York City;, He said they Started‘ah investigation against 
SPANEL and after a few weeks indicated that their hands were tied;, 
that there was nothing the FBI could do as they had been stopped 
from a higher level. They did not say yes or .no in- reference- to 
SPANEL; in Other words > they would not commit themselves tdo iiuch. 
However, they later indicated that apparently my suspicions were 
true. HARVEY RATH; the -FBI agent who I dealt with most, resigned ; 
his job and requested that X "never discuss this matter with him ‘ . 
again; that he had a Wife ahd family to, consider. I ’asked him If 
there wasn’t - sOme hope left and.he stated that the "let hope was,,.- 
Congress." % have never seen or contacted him again as per his 
request. 

* - Mr. Rqmirich said Senator McCatthy turned this material ’ 

over to the Bureau last June- or July,- hut nothing Was done about, 
it. The other day Westbrook Peglet was in town and stopped ih to , 
see Asst, Dih> 1. B. Nichols-, at which, tinje he, spoke; alot,about 
SPANEL. Sometime ago SPANEL. sued Pegler for libel and now'it ap- r 
pears PEGLERf is out to get him, 'One of Pegler's contacts is BERG- 
STRESSER. When Mr. Nichols reviewed the Bureau files in this mat¬ 
ter'; he inquired about the reason why former SA Harvey Rath had 
.not been interviewed in this 'matter. 

,Mr> Hennrich requested that former SA Harvey Rath be 
interviewed and that we find out What he has to say in addition 
to the information reported by him in NY letter to the Bureau 
10/17/45 mentioned above. 


WILLIAM M. WHELAN, ASAC 
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He. York, H. Y". 
2/5/51 


memo. : , • 

• Her UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 

SAVA KOSAKOVICH; 

Experiments and Research of KIKOLA KESLA, (deceased) 

■ , ESPIONAGE - ,M ‘ ' 

At 10:b6 A* M», 2/5/51,- Mr. Carl Eencrich, Bureau, called rela-, 
tive to the following individuals:-- .ABRAHAM -SPANEL; RALPH BERGSTRESSER; 
NIKOLA KESLA. * 

i Mry Hennrich .said NIKOLA KESLA had died some years hack; that 
he had been quite" a Scientist; .and was supposed to.ihaye been, prior to 
his death/working oh death rays'. Af ter •he. died there yerS allegations, 
made that among.his papers were material from which a death ray could he 
developed, as,a result-of which the Alien Enemy CUstodian seized all his 
documents« 

AERAHAM SPANEL used to be with International latex COrp r Dur¬ 
ing the year's, there haye been .a number of nonspecific complaints received^ 
reSPANEL'.salleged CP sympathies. One of these, complaints came from. 

RAlii?H' BERGSteESSES * , " * , \ / , ' 

RALPH BERG31RESSER, in 19l5> visited the EYO and talked with- > 
SA Harvey Rath. .Mr/Rath reported this to the Bureau in memo' dated 
IO/ 17/45 under the title, UNOTN. SUBJECTS; SAVA KOSAKOVICH, EXPERIMENTS 
Aim RESEARCH OP NIKOLA KESLA (Deceased) ; ESPIONAGE - M. That memo re¬ 
flects an interview with RALFH EERGSTRESSER in Which BERGSTRES3ER. fur¬ 
nished information, regarding SPANEL and also regarding KESLA papers * , 

The inference was SPANEL Was trying to: get hold of -KESLA papers for 
some sinister purpose. As a result, of. that contact, NYO contacted the. 
Alien Enemy Custodian and found, they had submitted the KESLA, papers in 
1933 to M.J.T. mid a representative-of M.IiTi had furnished theni with 
Information that they found no information that would be helpful of to 
an. unfriendly nation. 
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Mow, BSJ1GS5REG3SR, the early part of last year, .wrote to. 
Senator Joseph, McCarthy and the Senator turned Ms letters over to 
the Bureau. One of the letters to Senator McCarthy ya3 regarding 
SPAHEL, In-that letter'he advisedKcCarthy that he had taken two 
days in-about April;. 19,45# to explain the entire story to thS KB1 
in-New Xork City, Me said they started an investigation against 
SPAHBL and of ter a few weeks indicated that their hand? were tied, 
hut that there was nothing the FBI could do as they had been stopped 
froa a higher level. They did no.t Eay yes or ho in reference to 
SPAHEL; in.other words, they would not commit themselves too much. 

- However, they later? indicated that apparently jay suspicions, were, 
true. HARVEY MASH, the RBI agent who I dealt with most, resigned 
his job and requested that I never discuss thi's matter .with, him 
again; that he had a. wife .and family" to consider, i.asked him if' 
there wasn’t sdae hope left and he stated “that, the t l£sC]hope 
Congcess A w -Xhave never seen-or contacted him again as per his 
request. 


Mr, Eennrich said Senator Kc Cat thy turned this material 
over to the Bureau last June or duly, but nothing was done about 
it. The-other day ^estbrook Fegler was in town and stopped in. to 
see.Asst. Fir,, t, BlHlchois-, at vhieh time he spoke hlot about 
SPAMEL. Soutine, ago Ip/JJEI* sUed Peg^LOr for libel and now it ap¬ 
pears PECELER is out'to get. him. One of Fegler’.s contacts ik BER&* 
S3RESSEl t Kheh Mr. Rlchols reviewed the Bureau, file? in this mat¬ 
ter, he inquired about the reason why former SA. Harvey Rath had 
not been interviewed in. this matter. 


.Mr. Rennrich requested that former ;SA- Harvey Rath be 
interviewed and that we find out what he has to say in addition 
to. the informtioa reported by him in, HY letter to iha Bureau 
IO/ 17 A 5 mentioned above, * 

VTELLlAlI .il. KDSLAN, ASAC 
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Director, FBI 2/0/51 

Atti Inspector Carl Eennrlch 
£AC, I,’ev lork 

l tckkokt subjects; 

SAVA KOSArOVICH; 

Experiments fend Research of HIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) 

Espiorlos - if 


Reference is cade to telephone call from Inspector Carl Eednrich, 
Bureau, to A3AC' W. M. Whelan, 2/5/51. 

- The Bureau pointed out 'they were in receipt of a letter written, 

by RALPH BEgGSTSESDEH to Senator Joseph McCarthy relative to one AEHAHAM 
CPAEEL in vhich he cake3 certain allocations about conversations which he 
had with forcer SA Earvey E. Bath. On 2/8/51, Kr. Bath case to this office 
and furnished the following information: 


After reviewing HY letter to Bureau IO/17/45 which had 1 been die-* 
dated by HATH, he recalled, that on 6/9/45 EEGGS3BES32H cane to the Bew york 
Office and furbished eoae nonspecific information end he again appeared at 
the Eev York Office and speks to 15% Bath 9/27/45. Ail of the inforcation 
furnished by EEBGSTRESSER was reported in the above referenced letter,. 
These are the only two visits Hr. Bath Recalls BEBG3BIE33IB ever having 
cade to this office. 


For the Bureau’s inforeatio’n, a search of HY files reflect 
BBEG3TREC3ER cane' to -this office on another ratter and furnished a cca- 
plaint 8/10/42, which natter has n® relation whatsoever to the above 
captioned catter. It should he pointed out also that the information 
furnished by BERGSIgESSEB in 1942 was also of a nonspecific nature. 
This inforcation was set forth in report of SA John T. Burphy, HY, 
10/22/43, in the- case entitled JOSEPH THEODORE WA1BECK, was.; ESP. G. 


Hr. Bath recalls that he left-the Bureau in Iby, 1945, td - 
enter private industry; that sometime after his rc3iccatioa BEnsSESSSt 
contacted him telephonically at his place of business. Ee could offer no 
explanation as to how EZHG3TEIEPCEB knew where he was employed. £2833333- 
SZH> at that tine, asked kin if the FBI was doing anything about the nat¬ 
ter he bad previously reported and Mr. Bath recalls having told hia that 
that was something about vhich he could offer no infornatiba since he had 
officially resigned his connection with that agency* Kr. F,ath remembers 
specifically informing EEaG33BEC3£H that, if he. had any further Informs-, 
tioa to provide, he should take same to the Lew York Office where someone 
fully qualified would be cognizant of all facts previously furnished, 

Yx* Bath has not heard froa EZBG2ZJECCI3 since that phone call. Ce has 
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further that just after he left the Bureau, he received calls froa 
several persons, particularly confidential sources he had developed. 
With whoa he had left his hone phone to take inquiries of him or t6 
give hin infomation mid he‘, in all Instances, cade it a practice 
to refer then to the JJew York Office just i&3 he did BffiGSTRESSER, 

The files of the- Kew, York Office definitely indicate, that 
BERGGTRESSER did not furnish any infomation to this office in 
April, 19^5, as he hah alleged) but that he cane to this office on- 
two separate occasions, naneiy 6/9/k5 and 9/27/k5* 

' k With regard to BERGSTRESSER’s allegation that the FBI star¬ 
ted an investigation against SPARED and‘Ofter a few weeks indicated 
their hands were tied, the Bureau is advised that there is. no record* 
in this office Of our ever starting on investigation of SPAH3L and, 
os a tatter of fact SPAHEL resides in Delaware and such an investiga¬ 
tion would not he undertaken by this, office# RA3B advised that he 
at no tine advised BERGSEU5SSER that the Bureau was undertaking any. 
investigation of SPARED and neither did he ever indicate that the 
Bureau was not investigating bin: because its hands -vere tied. Ee 
never indicated, to BERG5TRE83ER that his (BIHGSIRE33ER''S) suspicions 
relative to SPARED were either true or false. 

Relative to RIRGSIRESSER’s knowledge that RATH. vas carried 
and had a fenily, Er. Rath advised this knowledge nay have been given . 
to EEEG5TRE3SER in the following way. The intervievs- between RATE 
and EEEG53EES3ER had keen friendly. When BERG3IRES8ER called. RATE 
after he Bad left the Eureauy senetine in 1 9k6, RATS believes BSG- 
STKESSER asked hin why he left the Bureau and RATS says he ray have 
replied that he had a wife mid fanlly and had recently purchased a 
hone in Rew Jersey and found the needs of FBI service to travel around . 
difficult for hin under the circumstances, Kr. Rath said he definitely 
did not ask BERG3IRES3ER not to call hin or ever discuss this natter 
with hin because* he had a. wife and fenily. Ee did request BERG3TRE33ER 
not to call hin in this natter any more since he Was no longer connected 
with' the FBI and such natters .should be discussed with a representative 
of that, organization. 


*2- 


Hr* Rath further states that ha -did cot dismiss the 
merits of this cage la any way during his last telephone Coayer 
cation with RIRGSEtESSIR and, hence) he is positive tilt ha 
.never cade any statement that there vat no hope left or that, 
"the last hope was -confess" + 

Since the bne phone call referred-to above ttr. Bath 
has had no contact whatsoever with B33(^n®S3ER-,6ad he has 
never heard anything from hiu or about hia. 
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, PETEl SAV'D, 132 Vast 73th Street, lletr York 

£4> lieu York) a, united States citizen, of Yugoslav 
extraction, who oh occasion, voluntarily furnishes, 
the Hew York Office Uith information he considers to 
to ih the intercstsof the .security of the United 
States Government, furnished Special Acint 
NICHOLAS J,11ASTE<F/IC1 the following information on , , 
July 3) 1557: ; 


SAVO Stated that a certain woman named 
lira, KARGAFSft &T03& Who lives with her hast and, 
jam, at the colonial Hotel, 51 Host 81st Street, Hew , .* 
York 24, ljow York, has teen issuing newsletters which 
Contain information pertainin'* to Xiyina saucers 
and interplanetary ratters. 


SAVO stated that In his opinion, itr* And ,# 
15*3* STOSSl arc exploiting the reputation Und genius 
of 1IIK0LA TESLA, deceased, inventor of Yugoslav 
extraction viio ahityed world wide, fame .ah a result of 
his inventions in the United States. 

TESLA was hern in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in 
July, 1 S 59 and cans to the United Staten in 1894 < 
and tccamo a naturalised United States citizen. In 
10TESLA do 3 icned the arc-lichtincj System end-two, ■ - 
years later he invented the Tesla motor and dooicned 1 
a plan for the transmission of alternating current*. 

In subsequent years, TESLA fa discoveries and inventions - 
inchdod such fields and appliances as x lifeless 
communication, electrical oscillation, radiant power-and, 
radio active matter. After 1900 , communicationa 
and wireless power transmission occupied most-of 
his research, ' / . 
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; TESLA* s only military invention Was, a methods 
to Which. h? onco eluded hut nayr fully described, 

Bii? invention was a means whereby ah impenetrable - 
„ wall of force" can bo erected abound the limited f =. 

. Stated borders Which would render helpless any 
military attack. TEG LA disclosed the existence . 
of his Plan in 1934 and stated he. Intended to present 
it to the Geneva Conference but "seldom referred to it 
afterward. , - . ■ 


The "Mow York Times" dated 9/22/40,. 
carried an article setting forth UlQDLA TEGLA's plan fob a 
-WJcath Ray". This article Included information to 
the effect that TESLA* oh his- 84th birthday^ July 10, 1940. 
advised Mew York Tines reporter’ WILLIAM A. LAWRENCE 
that he was ready to divulge to the United States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce"> with which 
ho said airplane motors would be molted at a distance 
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built .around the country against any 
attempted attack by an; enemy airforce no matter’how 
largo* According to TESLA, this"telcforCo"was 
based Ch an entirely new principle-of Physics that" - 
,no one, has eVor dreamed about" and was different'from 
ttoirinciple'embodied in his inventions relating to 
- the transmission cf electrical power' .from a distance, 
for-which he rccoiycd a number of basid patents. 


TESLA, stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a 
square c centimeter in diameter and could be 
generated from A special plant that Would coat no. more 
than two million dollars and would take only about three 
months to costruct. TESLA stated that A dzen such 
plants located at strategic points along the coast, 
according- to EESLA, would- be enough to; defend- the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 

TESLA- stated that this beam would molt -any engine 
and would also ignite explosives aboard any- bomber. 

TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could 1 
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all 
penetrating, 







: - /®SjGA Stated to Mr/ that he 

rfT^r^ n +vi^ 0J? ^A .Stipulation before hetoiad " 

S+SL * p secret to the United Staton Government 
^ should -the united State Government 
i* 1 * 3 6jK ‘ ci ’/ he >:ould so to work at * 
SS 15 Stated Government Would have 

TSSLA atatcd that ho Would suffer r 
no interference from experts/' . r 

Wanted. ^ iclc ^ tA\m\CZ 

anr^H ?!% c £ n ^tiong as they Were in 1940/ 
SllX™ thoMnitcd st^tes getting ready to spend 

a ** So * Kational Defence, fty; TESLA/a 
2 KS£ Af*inventor, who always tad many 

* °£ hi& tine, should be giyen careful , L 

tKSSS 1 ??**- % niWnShpS sfctod> in hifl opinion, 
at ^vcrnnent should take Kr. OESLA; 

rJy.iSL 'S^: aa J‘ connic3ion him to go ahead with the 
construction of hifl ^toleforce* plant* 

KioMch York file of Ilr* E&LA board no ; 
Siednn 8?* ^Mdltloiial developments, wore ’ 

SXKr? onin connection with, T22A‘e inVontion and 

to the United States Government* ~ /: * 

2ESLA died at the age, of $5 on January 7, 1943 

&Wr* f^vided a two page -copy of the “ --' 

have hQ*on t rt?5^4S 3,01j f 53? Uhieh ^ hndlir3 r S20B1I* * , 

SSSJ!?^ 1 distributing in Connection With the alleged 
'tWJSJF mu, Which, according to ^ M’ 

^the'Sa ^t°vM^ S 9f ? ?ad i 0 nachine known as -- 
fS Jhich pap invented 'by Ifiv 5SSLA. in 1938 

Minterpi^otary ecmrunication, Kr. andKra. SIO^I 
■ oo^iote thS 

8ftflS5M^sas*4g w ' *•***■ 







She filed of the Hew YerX Office* contained 
no pertinent information rc^ardin^ any Of the 
ateoyo nentLoned indrodaalS* 

Tiio photoetatic copied of this, newsletter 
are loins cent to the bureau for purposes of 
information while one copy is loins sulnittid to 
the Los AnseieS Officeior information purposes, 
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